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Board, they are 


one o'clock. order, 


Tie RED Lion SQUARE. Hoorn. 


FREE LE 


80 
at 


| LEDGE 


4 0- SATURDAY, 29nd 
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PRICE TWOPENCE. 


an, t Cah Syd 
th of March, at Cahors, Sydney, 
N. ot of GEORGE J. COHEN, Esq,, 


‘of Maitland, of a son. 


On the 18th inst. at Beacon Ledes, Twick- | 


enham, 


ter. 
daughter, MARRIAGE. 


sth of May, at 24, Tavistock- -square, | 
Dr. Atiler, LOUIS 8S. COHEN, of 


f the late SAMUEL COHEN, 
N.S.W., to MAY, daugh ter. 


LEVY, 


DEATH. 
On the ard inst., at the residence of his 


: -in-law, Mr. David Marks, 19, Bur- 
| Mr. WOOLF SAMUEL, 
Berry-street and 9, Sugnall-street, Liverpool, | 

| poe 44 years, deeply lamented by ‘his sorrow- 


of 41, 


ing widow, children and family mv = ¥ 5} Nh. 


WESTERN SYNAGOGUE, 
ALBAN’S PLACE,. ST. JAMES. 
VHE Wardens have to anuounce that 


the REV. the CHIEF RABBI will visit | 


this Synagogue TO-MORROW, Sabbath, the 


9th inst. >t’), and 
DELIVER a SERMON during the Morning 


Service. 
M. B. LEVY, Minister and Sec. 
May 28th, 5629-1869, 


“NEW SYNAGOGUE, GREAT ST. 
HELENS. 


T° MORROW, SATURDAY, 29th 
May, Mr. I. S. MEISELS (Secretary to 


the Chief Rabbi) will DELIVER a 


MON in this Synagogue, prior to the Addi- 
tional Service. 7 


BOARD FOR THE AFFAIRS OF AU. 


HE Committee do Hereby Give 
Notice that under the conditions and 
regulations established by the Ecclesiastic: al 
prepared to GRANT 
LICENSES to NON-ISRAELITE BUT- 
CHERS, to supply WWD meat to the Jewish 
community in such localities as the committee 


_ May sanction. The number of such Butchers 


is at present limited to three. 
Applications are therefore invited, and the 
sand conditions can be inspected at the 
Vestry Room, Bevis Marks, on any Monday 
or Thursday, between the hours of eleven and 


ALMOSN INO, 
Vestry Room, Bevis Marks, 
25th May, 5629—1869. 


EAST LONDON JEWISH BENEVO-} 


LENT SOCIETY. 
OTICE is Hereby Given, that a 
PUBLIC MEETING will take place 


at the Stepney Schools, 71, Stepney Green, on 
ae Step VENING, 31st at 8 


Oclock, for the purpose of further ti 
promot ing 
_ and establishing the above Society, for as- 


ae and relievin ng the Jewish poor resident 
im the East of London.—By order, __ 

JOEL LEVY, Hon. Sec. 
€ inhabitants of the East end are De 
Glally requested to attend. 


WEST METROPOLITAN, JEWISH 


SCHOOL. 
E Next MONTHLY ADMISSION 


—TUESD PUPILS i in this School will be 


Y, June 1, 


ABRAHAMS, Hon. Sec. 


_ May 25, 1869, 


nn MEN AND THEIR FAMILIES. 
T E Managers have the pleasure of 


RD consented to give the 


EVENING: School, on. SUNDAY 


inst, 
Subject: “Man as compared with other 


Animals,” 
Cosi to be taken at Fight o'clock. 


‘YA Man 


JEWISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
N OF RELIGIOUS KNOW. 


Discourse will be delivered b 
UE N DER, atthe GERMAN A- 
Afternoon romd-street, London Wall. 
is at half-past one. 
fora. in the 10 gal- 


the wife of R. D. SASSOON, Kisq,, of a. | 


‘of Cahors, Sydney, | 


romote the hea 


CTURES 1 TO J EWISH WORK- | 


ECTURE of the course | 


Br AN Orr 1cR—7, KING 


ABSOLUTE SECURITY POLICIES 


UNFORFEITABLE, UN CONDITIONAL, AND UNCH ALLE NGE ABLE, 
ISSUED BY THE 


PRUDENTIAL ASSURANCE COMPANY, 
62, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON, E.C. 


STREET, ST. J. AMES'S. 


| ESTABLISHED 1848! 
These Policies enable the assured to go to and reside in any y part of the w ond | 


| Special Agents wanted. 


without extra Premium, and contain a table of withdrawals showing at one clance 
the 'sum that may at any time be withdrawn. 


\ANCER HOSPITAL (Free), founded | 
1851. Brompton and 167, Piccadilly, 
S.W.—80 beds, but only 40 occupied, for want | 
of FUNDS; more than 200 out-patients, many 
seeking admission. 
Treasurer—Geo. T. Hertslet, Esq, Lord Cham- 
berlain’s office, St. James’s Palace. 
Bankers—Messrs. Coutts & Co., Strand. 
By order, #H. J. JUPP. 


and VEGET. \BLE} SEEDS, 


Spring Flowers, early and late bedding 
out plants, Table Plants, Fancy !\askets, Stands, 
and every gardén requisite, of first rate quality 
and sorts, ‘at, B. J. JONAS, | 


16, MAIDA VAL 


E, and Bay Tree House Nursery 
East Acton. 
Pleasure grounds and gardens designed and 
laid out.—Estimates given free of charge. 
All letters to be directed to 16, Maida Vale 


HERESON HOUSE ACADEMY, 
| RAMSGATE. 
PRINCIPAL—J. TRITSCH. 
(Successor to the Rev. Emanuel Myers.) 
HE course of education comprises 
the subjects usnally taught at the public 
schools, and ensures a sound religious, classical, 
mathematical, and general education, 

The house is large and airy, with an exten- 
sive playground, ‘and situated close- to Sir 
Moses Montefiore’s Synagogue and College. 
~The social and domestic comforts pro- 
mote the happiness of the pupils, receive the 
most careful attention. 

For terms and further particulars apply to 
the above address. 


COLLEGIATE AND BOARDING 


OOL. 
No. 1, GREAT CORAM STREET, RUSSELL 
SQUARE, W.C.: 

Principal. —REV. B. SPIERS, 
Assisted by a Graduate.and other qualified 
Masters. 

\HE course of instruction embraces 
three departments, Hebrew, English 


(ineluding Classics, Mathematics, and Book- 
Keeping) and Foreign Languages, taught by) 
native Professors. The number of boarders|— 
received in this establishment is strictly li- 


mited, and arrangements are carefully made to 
th and comfort of the pupils. 

erms moderate. Prospectuses will be for- 
warded on application to the Principal. 


DUCAT:i ON.—Mrs. ESSINGER and. 


the Misses SOLOMON receive limited 


| number of young ladies as Boarders and Day 


Pupils; they are “assisted by a resident Frencl. 


governess and eminent masters. Young ladies 


can. attend separate classes. Arrangements 


siding at a distance. 
| 49, Elgin-road, Notting-hill, near 


BRUSSELS, 14, RUE SCHAVYE. 


BOARDING SCHOOL FOR YOUNG 


LADIES. 
ESDAMES GODCHAUX receive a 
limited number of pupils. 
First-class Masters, Resident Governesses. 


given if required. 
For further particulars apply as above, 


- HEIDELBERG, GERMANY. 
EWISH INSTITUTE for YOUNG|~— 
LADIES Ras saps by Madame RECK- 

ENDORF. Pupils are receivedinthis Estab- 
lishment on moderate terms, where they find 
the comforts of a home combined with the ad- 
vantages of a sound education. The course 
of ‘instruction comprises the modern ener 
with all the required accomplishments. 


house is commodious and the climate noted for 
its salubrity. Prospectuses, and references on 


| applications. 


Bishopsgate-street, on THURSDAY, 


“AND 


B ROWN AND 
B! 


may be made for the attendance of pupils re-| ~ 
Terms on application.—j| 


Terms moderate. ‘'he highest references | 


the Company 


“HENRY II ARBEN, Sect etary, 
JEWISH WARDS. 
METROPOLITAN FREE 


DEVONSHIRE SQUARE. 


ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL 
will be held at the LONDON TAVERN. 

June 

17th, .1869, 

The Right Hon. the LORD MAYOR, M.P., 

in the Chair, Supported by the Sheriffs. 

Contributions are carnestly solicited. 


JNO. GURNEY FRY, Chairman. 


portance of the Metropolitan Free Hospital to 
the JEWISH POOR, hope for the assistance 
of Gentlemen of the Jewish pecssuasion as 
Stewards at the approaching Anniversary 


Festival; the more especially that the Com- 


mittee proposes, in the contempl: ated new 
building, to make much larger provision for 
JEWISH IN-PATIENTS. Gentlemen will- 
ing to assist will greatly oblige Messrs, ©. H., 
and M. Defries, by sending their names to 
Mr. George Croxton, the ‘Neeretary, at the 
Hospital. 


HOSPITAL, 


TH. and M. DEFRIES] 
being deck impressed with the im- 


ANHE Rev. S. M. GOLLANCZ begs to 
toinform the friends of Hebrew ht-rature 
that he his been appointed AGENT for the 


tions by the Subscribers and friends should 


be made to him.—15A, Bury-street, St. Mary 


Axe. Subscription ; 6s. per annum, 
The readers of the WD may also apply to 
the above address. 


AND POLSON’S 
CORN FLOUR 
for 

Children’s 
Diet. 


POLSON’S 


For all 
the uses to | 
which the 
best arrowroot 
is applicable 


P 0 LSON’S 
CORN FLOUR 
to thicken 

Sauces, 


POLSON’S 

CORN FLOUR 

to thicken 
Beef tea, 


AND 


ROWN AND 
| Quality, 

4d., & 8d. 


ROWN POLSON’S 


Second quality, 6d. 
F r purposes where a second quality may 
be Bi this will be tuucd the best that can 
be obtained at the price. | 
CAUTION, | 
To obtain extra profit by the tk other qua- 


instead of 
BROWN AND POLSON’S. 


_ PANY have appointed S. and E. Ransome 
and Co., 10, Essex-street, Strand, AGENTS 
for the Home Wholesale trade; Tangye Bros. 
and Holman, 10, Laurence Pountney r-lane, 
s| Cannon-street, for the Export and anes 
Department ; me Davis, 14, Strand, RE 


Department, and General Agent and Manager» 


_A. DAVIS, 14, Strand. 


NAIA, and immediate applica 


COKN FLOUR: 


| Felix Joseph, Esq. 


“POLSON'S 


CORN FLOUR 


lities are sometimes audaciously substituted | 


VHE FRENCH VELOCIPEDE COM- | 


W ESTMINSTER J EWS’ FREE SCHOOL. 
60, GREEK STREET, SOHO SQUARE, W, | 
ANNUAL EX: AMINATION of 


L. LAZ ARUS, Secretary. 


Ww ISTMINSTE R JEWS’ FREE ESCHOOL, 
GREEK STREET, SOHO SQUARE. 


DAY, the Rth of June next. 


| Mr. ALDERMAN SALOMONS, M.P,, Pre- 


sident, in the Chair. 
STEWARDS AND COM MITTEF, 
PATRON. 
The Rev. Dr. N. M. ADLER, Chief Rabbi. 
PRESIDENT,—Mr. Ald. Salomons, M. P. 
VICE-PRESIDENT Arthur Wagg, E 
HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENT.—Henry 
Keeling, Es. 
TREASURER.—Louis Joseph, Esq. 


S. V. Abraham, Esq.,! Moses Joseph, 


Réev. Dr. Hermann’ A. Kisch, Esq. 
Adler | Lewis Lazarus, Esq, 

Mareus Adler, B. L. Leman, Esq, 
M.A, Lawrence Levy, Esq. 


Eparaim Alex, Esq. | Moses Levy, Esq.. 


Montague  Barnett,| Rev. M. B. Levy. 
Esq. iB arnett Meyers, Esq. 

Manrice Beddington, | | Ered. D. Mocatta, 
E sq. 

Bodding oton, M. Montefiore, Esq. 

Michael Benj amin, | Nathan]. Montefiore, 
Esq. 


Ephraim Mosely, Esq. 
Emanuel Moses, 
David Moss, Ksq. 
Louis Nathan, 
B.S. Phillips, Ald. 


Laniel Castello, Esq. 
Fredk, S. Cohen, 
} Levi Cohen, Esq. 
H. Collins, Esq. 
Alfred Davis, Esa. 


Edmund F, Davis, | Fr S. D. Phillips. 
K Kq | 4 

redk. Davis, Esq. | Lawrence Phillips. 

David Davis, Esg. | 


Isracl Davis, Esq. | L. D. Phillips, 
obert Dobree, | ‘Saul Ph: llips, Esq. 

Henry Dyte, Esq. 

Barrow Emanuel, Msq. | Baron de Roths- 
M.A. child, 


Aaron Goldsmid, Esq.| child. Bart. 
Julian Goldsmid, Esq. | L. M. Rothschild, Esq. 
| Louis Goldberg, Esq. |S. J. Rubinstein, Esq. 
Rey. A. L. Green. | Charles Samuel, Seg 
Joseph Grunbaum, | Joseph 

Esq. Joseph Sewell, Esq. 
E. Harfeld, E Mr. Serjeant Simon, 
Myer Harris, 
Ernest Hart, Esq. 
Israel. Hart, Esq. 
Professor Hart, R.A.|!udah Varicas, 
John Hyam, Esq. Professor Wale 
Lawernce Levy, Esq. |S. W. a 
Moss Isaacs, Esq. Benjamin Woolf, 
Lewis Jacobs, Esy. | David Woolf, 
John Jonas, Es | Woolf, Esq. 


| Mark Simmons, at 
J. I. Solomon, 


The Governors and Stewards earnestly so- 
licit the attendance of the frierfds of education. 


vantages the school continues to confer on the 
humbler classes of the community at the West 
End of London; and while they acknowledge 
with grateful thanks the support. hitherto re- 


totally inadequate to meet the expenditure ; 
and that the maintenance of the 


tirely on the result of the approaching Dinner. 


lderman Salomons, 
M.P.. President, 26, Great umberland->lace, 
‘Hyde Park; Arthur Wagg. ksq., Vice-Presi-_ 
dent, 1, Shorter’s-court, ow: Henry L. 
Keeling, Esq., Honorary Vice-President, 
Monument-yard, City; Lewis Joseph, 
Hil any of the Ste« ards, 0 
LEVY, Hon. Sec. 
| L. LAZARUS, See. 
€ynagogue Chambers, St. Alban’s-place, 
James, 8.W., May 24th, 1869-5629. 
Life Governor... £10 100 
Annual Subscription 1 10 


artistes. 


conducted by Miss BLOEMENDAL, 


resident governesses.— The highest references 


4 be given, For eulars apply to Miss 


4 Rue 


the Pupils and DISTRIBUTION 
| PRIZES will take place on SUNDAY, the 
jth of June, commencing at 11 a.m. "The 
_. | attendance of the subscribers and public is 
solicited. 


ANNU AL DINNER i in aid of 
this institution will be held at Willis’s 
Rooms, King-street, St. James’, on TUES - 


A. Franklin, Esq./Sir Anthony Roths- 


They hope it is unnecessary torefer to the ad- — 


osived. they regret to state that their funds : 
‘are now exhausted ; that the annual income is 


nstitution 
| in its present state of efficiency depends en-— 


+ Donations and Subseri — will be thank- 
fully received by Mr. 


The musical arrangements underthe 
direction of Herr Gens, and other eminent | 


ADIES SCHOOL at BRUSSELS, 
with the assistance of eminent t masters and — 
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May 28, 1869, 


| THE TEACHING OF HEBREW. | 
It is a cious phenomenon of our nature that we appear to be insen- 
sible to the great and numerous changes which are constantly going on 
within and around us, until, after they have been in progress for many years, 
we suddenly turn round and find,. to our surprise, that our position and 


circumstances are wholly different from what we had expected. The truth 
suddenly flashes upon us that we no longer occupy the same place as formerly 
in either the social or the political world, and we gradually recognise not 


only that. 


“Tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur in illis,” 


but that we have ourselves unconsciously helped to bring about the changes 
which time has wrought. A consequence of the discovery thus suddenly | 
made is that we not unfrequently find ourselves somewhat unprepared for — 
the altered circumstances, to a sense of which we have been aroused, 


Notable instances of this phenomenon and its almost inevitable results may 


- be found in the history of any nation, whether of ancient or modern times. | 
Tn ancient Rome, the gradual, not to say imperceptible, levelling of ranks — 
which ended in the overthrow of the power of the patricians, and their ex- 

tinction as a class, supplies an apt illustration of the proposition we have — 
- just laid down. The slow and generally unrecognised progress of tolerance } 


in modern Spain, which has just culminated in the glorious result now | © * nes ; =o, 
| | | would directly remove the disfavour in which Hebrew studies are general] 


held, and the disinclination. that is felt for pursuing them; and although it 
| might not be immediately productive of very conspicuous results, it would 
‘smooth the way for spreading among the community a sound knowledge of 


known to all, exemplifies, perhaps more clearly still, the same natural law. 
. But it is not only in political revolutions that the workings of this law 


become apparent. A change of alike nature, only rendered more percep- 


tible by the greater rapidity of its accomplishment, has taken place almost 
within our own time in our social relations. A century ago, and even in 
far more recent times, the Jews in all countries formed a community apart 
from the nations among which they dwelt. This separation arose not merely, 
nor indeed chiefly, from the peculiarity of their religion and its observances, 
but almost entirely from the intolerance which they universally met with 
and the illiberality with which they were generally treated. One yesult of 
the life which our forefathers were thus forced to lead in the ghettos of the 


great cities of Europe, was that, with a strict adherence to the ancestral 


religion and rabbinical ordinances, they retained a familiar acquaintance 
with, and continued to make frequent use of, the language of their fathers, 
Hebrew, the language of the Bible and of the Talmud, the language of most 


—of the writings of our sages of old, of the literature which formed almost the 


sole study and relaxation of our ancestors a hundred years ago, was to them 
a living tongue. ‘hey spoke it, often with more readiness and ease than 
the language of the country in which they lived; they occupied their leisure 
in reading it, they wrote init. Theirchildren literally imbibed it with their 


mothers’ nilk. To them a knowledge of it came by nature and without — 


instruction, as to us comes a knowledge of the language of our daily use, 


except that in their case that Knowledge was far more complete and intimate. 
To such an extent was the exclusive study of Hebrew carried, that Wessely, 


writing inthe middle of the last century, complains that the Jews devoted all 
their time and energies to the study of the Bible and the rabbinical writings, 
and remained almost. in ignoranee of all history, philosophy, and. science, 
except such as were to be found in the works of our national teachers. 
Were Wessely living now, he would have equally cause for complaint, but 
such complaint would be founded on a very ditferent ground. One who is 
not a mere temporis acti may, with good reason, regret the defi- 
ciency of our times. in knowledge of the sacred tongue, It. is now a rarity 
to find any, except those who have had a special ministerial training, able 
to read any part of the Bible other than the five Books of Moses in the 
original language, while one who has any, even the slightest, acquaintance 
with Talmudical or rabbinical. writings, is immediately looked upon as 


a scholar. Such lamentable general ignorance of national writings, and 


especially of those regarded as holy, is, we regret to say, to be found in our 


nation alone. It is, moreover,the more to be deplored as it appears to have — 
resulted directly from the rapid advance of our prosperity. Let us trace. 
. the evil to its source, and endeavour to point out how we may possibly, with 


the Divine assistance, and the aid of earnest well-wishers of our com- 
munity, remove from our midst this national disgrace, | 


We have already pointed out that until comparatively recent times a_ 
systematic training in the Hebrew language was scarcely required, and as 


«8 natural result it wasseldom given. So long as Hebrew remained to some 


extent the language of our people in their homes, this was of small import- 
ance, and the constant reading of the Bible and the prayers tended to preserve 
_ & knowledge of the language: more or less complete. 
__ state of circumstances had ceased, and the causes which kept up among usa 
_ knowledge of our national language no longer existed, the education of chil- | 
dren therein was still confined, as before, to the reading and translation of 
the Bible and the prayer book, and this limited amount of teaching was | 
__often and in many cases still further reduced. The Hebrew education of | 
boys thus came to be consiilered as completed when they could: translate 
with some fluency the Pentateuch and the more frequently read portions of 


But when that 


the prayers. But in the meantime Hebrew had ceased to be a living and 


both commodities by heart, was regarded and rewarded as the best or the most 
diligent pupil. Reasons were seldom, if ever, given; to give them was 


_ looked on as beyond the province of the master; and an attempt at enquiry 
or a desire for explanations, instead of Leing stimulated and encouraged as 
_ a sign of intelligence and of interest in the study, was usually stifled by a 
_, box on the ear from the ignorant:teacher, and a caution against asking 
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‘are wrapped up in it. es 


questions in future. There were, of course, many worthy exceptions. 


but where the instructors were for the most part of this class, is jt 
to be wondered at that the study of Hebrew was distasteful to learners, 


and became less and less cultivated?) The success of any undertaking, 


especially in the instruction of children, deperds much on making the early 
steps pleasant ; and if the study of Hebrew isto be revived among us, and 
to take a place co-ordinate with that occupied by other studies, such a result - 
can only be brought about by introducing a method of teaching as regular 
and complete as any system used in imparting the elements of the classica| 
languages of antiquity. No teacher of Latin would begin his course of 


instruction by teaching his pupils, as soon as they could read, to translate 


Virgil or even Ceesar, word by word, until they knew the translation by 


heart, leaving them to find out and explain to themselves the various in- 


flexions and forms ; but it is, or at any rate until very recently was, thought 


| that the step which ought immediately to follow the reading of Hebrew was 


the translation, not explanation, of the DW or some other easy portions of 
the prayer-book or the Bible. | | 
We believe that we have now pointed out one of the chief sources of 


| the prevailing ignorance of the sacred language, and that if any improve-_ 


ment is desired in the state of the knowledge of Hebrew iv the community, 
the primary education must be improved and systematised. Such a step 


our national language, and an acquaintance with the priceless treasures that 


B. 


Norra Lonpon Flatau, of Douglas-road,' has pre- 


sented the North London Synagogue: with the entire appurtenances in silver 


for a Scroll of the Law (previously given by him), comprising a handsome 
breast plate or shield, bells, and pointer. Mr, Van Cliff, the father of Mrs, 
Pool, of Highbury House, has given a Scroll of the Law, an elaborately 
embroidered mantle, costly silver bells and silver gilt pointer to this syna- 
gogue. These were used for the first time at the recent Holidays, and were 
much adimired. ‘From fiveto six huudred persons attended during the festival. 


Biruincuam.—Shortly after the death of the late Mr. 8. K. Marks 
(which was announced in October last), the Birmingham Congregation 
resolved to erect a stone to his memory, to mark the appreciation of the 
services rendered by him to it and its institutions, especially bis having 
fulfilled for thirteen years the duties of the office of "NZJ 3°33 p- The 
stone was dedicated on Sunday last, the 23rd inst., when, in addition to the 
ordinary service, the Rey. G. J. Emanuel, B.A., delivered. a most appro- 
priate and impressive address in the presence of. a large assemblage. 

Brograrwican Dicrronary.—We learn with pleasure from “ Notes and 
Queries” that Mr. Laurence B. Phillips, F.R.AS., of 12, Queen-square, Blooms- 
bury, author of the “ Autographie Album,” has been engaged for a lengthened 
period upon a concise Biographical Dictionary with bibliographical notes, which is 
likely to prove an importast book of reference, as it is to contain about 100,000 
names—a much larger number than is to be found in the most voluminous exist-. 
ing dictionaries ; and we believe he is working many rare aud valuable sources, 
to make this work as complete as possible | 7 

Miss Hettpron.—Miss Sophia Flora Heilbron, the juvenile, pianist, 
performed at the residences of the Marchioness Townshend, and the Countess 
of Fife, andwas warmly complimented on her playing. Shealso performed . 


for acharity at the Town Hall, Shoreditch. 


Birminauam Benevotent Hesrew Socrety.—On 
Thursday, the 20th inst., a benefit was held at the Prince of Wales Theatre, 
Broad-street, in aid of the funds of this society. There was a large number 


present in all parts of the house, and the result was very successtul. 


JpucCATION.—We are pleased to perceive that our cotemporary the 
Hebrew Leader cordially endorses the opinions we expressed as regards the 
‘impropriety and inutility of public examinations of school children, The 
Leeder says :—We have long since cherished and held the idea, that ex- 
aminations of children in school, should not be made for the purpose of 
causing sensation, or conducted in manner to weary them and the public. 
We felt satisfaction then in finding the same principles expressed in a report — 
on the distribution of prizes at the Jews’ College in London. The result of 
examinations, which are instituted apparently for the purpose of display, 


ean never be more than very problematic. We give an extract of that 


report from the Jewish Chronicle.” Here follows an extract from the_ 


Jewish Chronicle, in which we urged the uselessness of sensational public — 


examinations, where, as we remarked, real intelligence and knowledge — 
might often succumb to what we euphoniously termed “ cheek,” or TDS. 
Deatus From Eating Porx.--Another frightful tragedy has occurred 


through eating pork. Tow long will this detestable practice be persisted in ~ 
in defiance of the wise prohibitions of the Bible ? We quote the following 
spoken language, ard the small amount of knowledge imparted by the 

‘ teacher proved incapable of being greatly extended, or of being applied in 
the prosecution of further studies by the indifferent exertions of not very — 
- gealous pupils. It must also be remarked that the small modicum of know- 
“ledge which it was attempted to instil into the youthful mind was generally 
~ not conveyed in the most attractive form, or in a way in which it could 
reasonably be expected to produce desirable results. Words and facts were 
- forced down the throats of boys, and he who could get the largest store of 


trom the Hebrew Observer of San Frauciseo :—“ John Wilbrecht, a farmer, — 
his son, and two daughters, ail adults, have died of trichinosis. Five other 
members of the family and of the family of his son-in-law, B. Friedel, are 
ill of the same disease, some of them in a very critical condition, A mucro- 
scopical examination of the muscle of one of the deceased, revealed the 


- presence of myriads of trichina in an active state, The little worms looked 


under the microscope like living snakes. ‘The salt pork and sausages ° 


which these families had eaten were full of trichina in the encysted state. 


This pork was raised by Mr. Wilbrecht, and fattened as usual on corn and 
grain, There was nothing in the conduct or appearance of the anima’s — 
when fattening or the look of the meat to indicate disease. The sausages | 
are made of raw meat and then smoked until quite black and dry, a8 18 ad 
German custom, and they have been eaten by all the persons attacken, 
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We wish it to be nadergec’ that we do not necessarily identify ourselves with the opinions 

Ry: vay aro VE for insertion must be authenticated by the name and address of the 

j All Peacoat necessarily for publication, but as an evidence of good faith: and they must 
aan to this office not later than 10 o'clock on the Wednesday morning preceding — 
the publication of the number in which it is desired that they Should appear. Allcom- 
munications intended for publication should be written on one side only of each sheet. 

#7. nrvently appeal to correspondents who may favour us with communiéations to avoid 

[We ee as possible all personalities, as they are likely to offend those against whom 
they are directed, and they are by no means likely to advance the cause which the - 
writer may intend to promote. | | 


THE CONTEMPLATED SYNOD. 
{0 THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 

Sir,—l hardly venture again to. address you on this subject, seeing 
that you so utterly disagree with every conclusion arrived at in my previous 
letter : nevertheless, I feel it a matter of duty to return to the charge, and 
if I fall, it is with my face to the foe. “ Feci quod potui, Halleluia p 

You, dear Mr. Editor, “take your stand boldly on historical and tra- 
ditional Judaism,” and on that account resent any attempt to establish a 
Synod which would have for Its ob) ect “ to investigate and report, to inter- 
pret and explain.” Seeing that is so, by your own account, I ask, with 
exceeding diflidence, if you. will kindly interpret and explain to me what you 
mean by historical and traditional Judaism, History I take to be a narration 
of the sequence of events, and, as applied to Judaism, it would signify the | 
«story of our life from year to year’—a consecutive and coherent detail of 
our rise, progress, and fall; and throughout would run the silver cord of our. 
development, from the time in which ‘‘ our ancestors dwelt on the other side 
of the river, and worshipped strange gods,” till the present time. It surely 
cannot be that you, who are the apostle of progress, should wish us as a 
nation to remain in the same dormant condition, ‘learning nothing, forget-' 
tng nothing,” slaves to custom— that plague of wise men, that idol of 
fools? [also bow humbly before traditional Judaism, but to a Judaism 
much older than the mushroom jninhag of our thousand years’ growth: to a 
Judaism which worshipped the God of Truth in spirit and in truth. Oh, 
valiant soldier, who takes his “ stand at the outposts which guard the Law,” 
while the enemy is in the citadel ; who barricades the gate, while Death has. 
entered the chamber. Fight rather the good fight of rescuing our nation 
from the irreligion and indifference which are produced by the system of 
compelling it to accept as the dicta of the living God forms and ceremonies 
against which its reason rebels, and which it neglects and despises as soon 
asits knowledge and experience happen to impinge on their falsehood. 

“ Acerbitas” scems astonished that there should be priestcraft in a com- 
munity inwhich there are no priests. Unfortunately we have priestcraft 
nevertheless ; {hat isto say, if the interference and intervention of those who 


presume to pees farus inthe most detailed minutiae of our daily life, 
constitute priesicrs asf know that cur statute book contains di- 
rections for aur cuidance in eyerv posstble act and function of our bodies, 
and instruc: ten. - the shape of the vessel in which we perform our 
ablutions! cant there is any harm in a writer, if he chooses to occupy 
his time With qantters, placing his opinions on record + but I confess 


with shame and lnniliation, that these are given forth to the world as being 


an integral portion Of the Law delivered on Sinai, the “‘ Law which is the | 


heritage of the convrecation of Jacob.” It matters nothing that these laws 
are unknown and disrcearded: they exist, and form not a small part of our 
code, | | 
T repeat’ tha! many of our ceremonies have outlived their meaning. 
Framed for a dilievent class of eireumstances, for another state of society, 
the customs of civil life have become incorporated with our religion. Many 
observances, doubtless fraught with deep meaning at the time of their in- 
stitution, are to-day a riddle without a solution. | 
These monstrous evils have been produced by various causes ; perhaps 
chiefly that eac!) succeeding generation has produced Talmudists whose care 
has been, not to iniprove the moral status of their flocks, but to plunge 
deeper into the sea of ceremony, and to emerge with some new commentary 
or gloss, founded on some abstruse, hair-splitting sophistry. In the days 
When the Oral Law was not yet written, it was usual, for the purposes of | 
teaching and refeinine in the memory, to find a biblical verse the repetition | 
of Which would necessarily remind the pupil of any given duty or custom as 
itthen existed: mneumonic signs indeed, the very shorthand of artificial, 
_ Memory. But by and-bye the process become reversed, and the Bible-was ran- 
_ Sacked for vers as, ain out of these meanings were extracted, and on them | 
- Were laws based which Moses never knew: customs and ceremonies were | 
built, of which he never dreamed. And these customs and ceremonies once 
adopted, are, forsoath, never to be discarded. If the Gemara ruled us with | 
Teds; the 
~UStnder-the yoke, the latter passed us under the harrow. | 
, . Can any rational man who fears God, and is duly impressed with his 
Individual responsibility to Him, repeat such benedictions as “ Blessed art 
“4 hou, &e., who commanded us to read the Megillah”—or ‘to light the 
of Chanueh w—or ‘to light the Sabbath lamp”—or “ to mix the 
Without shuddéring at the blasphemy he commits? How can 
‘Wer it to his own conscience? It is no explanation whatever to say that 
‘ne general power delegated to the rabbins they were empowered to 
; ¢ and authorise these benedictions: no such power was ever given. 


4 Ignorance and the apathy of the people tolerated the iniquity, and “use 


own conscience ? 


i 4 prayers contain many references to sacrifices. Indeed, in every 
tos P | Soar are made’to say, in our prayer for the restoration of the Tem- 


that 


d there we will offer before Thee the burnt offerings, &c.” Who. 


CORRESFONDENCE. 


evade the law which they dare not break. | 


have seourged us with scorpions: if the former passed | | 
eonsider it essential that the Home should be managed separately, 
and by Jews only, so that the religious instruction of Jewish children — 


it look less fearful: but I repeat, can we answer it to | 


"YS *his, really in his heart means it? Which of us would like to see | 


the House which is to be “a house of prayer for all nations,” made a 


slaughter house, in which depriving an animal of life and burning its body 


| Shall be accounted a meritorious action ? “ Does God delight in thousands 
of rams, in: myriads of rivers of oil?” 


These are some of the dreadfully heterodox matters on whieh 
a Synod would give an opinion. They are grave and important mat- 
ters, on which every Jow must at one time or other reflect. They cannot 
be put aside by a sneer, nor extinguished by the fine writing of many ‘* spe- 
cial correspondents.” And if the loeal ecclesiastical chiefs of any country 
cannot or will not decide on them, let them (the chiefs) meet-in Synod or 


assembly, and pronounce an opinion with that weight and authority which - 


numbers give. | reiterate that a Synod has no legislative power. We are 


| a stiffnecked people, and do not brook command: it may be that we will be 
advised, and at all events the progress of the discussions and investigations 
will open men’s eyes to the truth. The present system of a rigid subser- 


vience to minhag produces no sincere conviction : on the contrary, it vitiates 
the public morals by driving men to prevarication; and commonly ends in 
a general, though secret, infidelity, by imposing, under the name of revealed 


religion, systems which men cannot believe, and dare not examine. Like 


the laws of the Medes and Persians, ‘ which alter not,” it teaches men to 


O‘ Nemo!” ‘You who are so fitted to emulate Agamemnon, why 


will you act Thersites?” Ycu know that the grave subject on which we 
_ write—God knows how earnestly and how sincerely—cannot be put aside 


by a joke. We agree in our love for our nation, and its elevation is, I am 


certain, our highest aim. Have the changes, which you must believe are - 
necessary, been considered and ‘‘ made by men on whom we can have reli- 
-ance?” Your admission simply changes the ground on which the Synod 
should meet; it does not take it away. | 


Appeal, in the Almighty’s name, to “ the great body of the Jews them- 
selves,” “the kingdom ‘of priests, the holy people.” God forbid that we 
should alter principles, or inthe remotest degree interfere with the faith 
with which He has blessed us. But only then shall we be fulfilling our duty 
as ‘“ Defenders of the Faith” when we have removed the excrescences, and 
purged the dross away. This, however, is not to be done—as you suggest— 
by writing pamphlets. Job also uttered the wish ‘* Oh, that my enemy 
would write a book;” perhaps with the amiable intention of criticising it. 
I have no intention of again appearing in -print, to the great relief of the 
readers of this journal, to the Editor of which my best thanks are due for 
the toleration of what he has declared to be distasteful to him. I conelude, 
OQ “ Nemo,” by heartily and sincerely reciprocating your own aspiration, 
“We may meet, let us hope, in the end, in the one grand issue, our common 
love for Judaism.”—I am, sir, yours most obediently, ALIQUIS. 

May 18th, 5629—1869. | 


JEWS DEAF AND DUMB HOME. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 
Sin,—Being elected (with another gentleman) as anxiliary member of a 
sub-committee entrusted with the preparation of a scheme in aceordance 
with a resolution passed at the last public meeting, [ think it my duty to 


state that the scheme circulated by the cemmittee differs materially from 


that proposed by the sub-committee. The plan adopted unanimously by 
them was altered by the general committee, without referring it back and 
without giving the auxiliary members an opportunity of discussing the dif- 
ferences of supporting their views. Although this appears to me to be 
an, unusual and discourteous proceeding, [ will confine myself to eriticising 
the scheme so be submitted to the subscribers on Sunday next. | 
It does not, in my opinion, conform with the resolution on the authority 
of which it is brought forward. The resolution expressed clearly that the 
guiding principle should be, that ‘so successfully adopted at the institution 


‘at Rotterdam.” Now the very essence of the Dutch system is the joint 
management of the school by members of different creeds, which would be 
quite contrary to the plan proposed. | | | 


However liberal may be the views entertained by the committee, the 


‘scheme they have issued seems to me illiberal in the extreme, and is likely, _ 
if adopted, to prejudice our community greatly in the eyes of Christians. — 


The deaf and dumb Jewish child is lodged, clothed, fed, and taught at the 


Home gratuitously, but the deaf, and dumb Christian is tobe allowed to 
“attend a day school at a charge of £10 per annum. 


Christians are invited to become subscribers, and although theirchildren 
may far outnumber the Jewish—say, perhaps, by ten to one—yet the scheme 
_ prohibits their aiding in the management; in fact, creates a religious disabi- — 
lity, by preventing them from joining the governing body of a secular school. 
Surely this is a disgraceful return to make to a community who welcome — 
Jews on the committees of the London University, many hospitals, and other 


institutions, 


shouldbe properly conducted ; but surely there is no justification for re- 


ceiving subscriptions from Christians and pleading that their religion pre-_ 
cludes them from equal superintendence of Christian children. 


Kule XI. is too vague ; the school should have separate management, | 
and any surplus, after paying the expenses, should be devoted to the admis- 
sion of day pupils gratuitously. 


In conclusion, I entreat the subscribers of the Home to withhold their 
support from this scheme, as it would be far better to state frankly that it 
js impracticable for us to take charge of Christian children, and offer to 


instruct their teachers, than to pass a measure arbitrarily and unwarrantably 
excluding Christians from the management on the score of their religion.— 
I remain, yours obediently, — SamveL Mowtagv. 

: | To THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


| Sin,—In your issue of the 5th March last, * A Friend oi the Charity” | 
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May 28, 1869. 


was permitted to justify his preference for a scheme which might admit — 


Gentile pupils and teachers to participate in the advantages of the lip sys- 


tem, as applied to secular education. The scheme now presented by the. 


committee of the charity is well devised for that purpose. It seems how- 


ever stillsusceptible of improvement in two particulars: Ist. In respect of | 
the gratuitous exclusion of non-Jewish anxiliaries in matters purely 
secular. 2nd. In an apparent indifference as affecting Gentile children to 
that essential element of all education—the religious. Could it be safe 
even for the Jewish children tu. be sent forth intoa world of infiiels 
and heathens? Wherefore not enlarge Rule 1, which defines the qualifi- 


tions and powers of the general committee by such an addendum as the 
“The committee may delegate the management of any other tan reli- 


gious instruction toa sub-committee, and elect thereon qualified subseri- | 


bers of religions denominations of which day pupils belong—on the under- 
standing that their religious training shall thereby be provided for.” — 
JACOB. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. oe 
— Srr,— Will you kindly again favour me, by inserting another letter of 
mine on the above subject. It shall be short, and to the purpose. ; 
When last year I presumed to advocate the admission of non-Jewish 


children into the Jews’ Deaf and Dumb Home as day scholars, none of those | 


who censured my letters so severely, would say that I did so only for the 


purpose of obtaining permission for Christian children to participate in the 
benefits of the German system, but, that the welfare of our own Jewish | 
children, and the abolishing of the present system of cooping them up in a 


“ Home,” were equally the objects I had in view. Now that the admission 
of non-ewish children hes been decided upon, and‘ the committee are about 


to lay before the subscribers, next Sunday, a scheme for carrying out this 


decision, will you permit me to warn these subscribers, and caution them 
against going or rather rushing to extremes, thinking only.of non-Jewish 
children and forgetting the Jewish. For what is the committee about to 


do? Why, with the money subscribed for the Jewish children, it is proposed | 
to erect a day school for non-Jewish children, and kindly permit the Jewish 


children to receive instruction there. In plainer terms, the non-Jewish 
children are to receive and have all the benefits of the German system, 
while the Jewish children continue in their present “hothouse ” (out of all 
contact with the world and society, which they are later to enter alone) 
deriving no’ benefit whatever from the proposed scheme. I would now ask : 


—Isthis fair? And in concluding J canonly say, that I trust the subscribers to 


the Jéws’ Deaf and Dumb Home will shew that they know what is due to 


them as subscribersto a Jewish institute, and will withhold their assent, 


from any scheme which does. not place our Jewish children on. an equality 


with any others to be admitted, and give them the same and equal advan- | 


tages.—I am, yours truly, M.A. 5. 


THE HOSPITAL QUESTION, 
10 THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. | 
— Sir,—The controversial letters on the subject of the hospital question 
has elicited the important fact that a deficiency of accommodation exists. 
It is my object to suggest the outline of a scheme for the extension of 


hospital accommodation, which I trust will be taken up and improved upon | 


by abler hands. It is admitted that next to caring for the bodily comforts 
of the patients, it is imperatively imposed upon us as Jews to provide for 
the spiritual wants of those confined to a sick bed, and more at’present than 
at any other period. I venture to state that in the London Hospital all 
the care and solicitude that can possibly be afforded to the poor Jews are 
fully given by the authorities. Mr. Myers, I believe, attends to the reli- 
- gious duties of the sick. There is a Jewish cook and a separate kitchen. 
‘Here, then, you have all the comforts that can be supplied by a separate 
hospital for Jews. But we are informed there is not sufficient accom- 


-modation for all the applicants. I admit that fact most unwillingly, and— 
_ confess that it is a reproach to us London Jews, who stand foremost as being 
the most charitable community of Europe. Some years back, when our 


- poor were less numerous and our wealth less in proportion, our fathers col- 


lected a sum of money for the London Hospital, to the amount of, I 
_ Should say, about £2000; the then authorities appropriated for the Jewish 


patients two wards, containing fourteen beds. — 


_ that would enable us to ask the managers of that hospital to grant us— 
increased accommodation? This amount should be supplemented by annual } 
_ subscriptions. lor that purpose, then, a hospital committee should be formed | 


~ to collect donations and subscriptions, all services being honorary. It would | proper check would meet this difficulty—which, by-the-bye, is not felt m 


- require but little action. The rich, aye and even the poor, would willingly 


~~ ~eontribute- to-so-charitable.an undertaking. What greater claim has suf- 
fering humanity upon us all than that of those stricken by sickness, 


and bowed by poverty? Disease and failing health intrude themselves 


tered over the metropolis. 


merely to state to those gentlemen who are advocates for a separate hcspital 
that they have not, I should think, calculated the expenses; and they 


must bear in mind that it must open its portals to all creeds, and frequently 
_ it might occur, to the exclusion of tho e for whom the establishment was. 
promoted. I rely upon the public to assist in the development of this 


scheme. I rely upon you, Sir, to assist in the cause; but, above all, I rely 


upon the Great Giver of goodness to consummate so great an undertaking. 


Tam, Sir, yours truly, P. B. 


wish 


| on the 14th inst. : “ But what has all this to do with the Hospital question 


logic and smart writing from the same person. 


Why do we not copy so good an example, and raise a sum of money | 


in all our homes, and our first idea is to bring comfort to the sick and advice | 
_ to the suffering. In such a cause I do not fear but that a sum of, say £5000 — 
could be readily collected, which, if supplemented by an annual subscription | 
of, say £1000 a year, would enable us to obtain beds in other hospitals scat- 
These and other matters I leave until I see if | 
any beneficial results should arise from the insertion of this letter. 


THE PROPOSED JEWISH HOSPITAL. — 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, 


to divert @ single penny of its income: but to found an institution supple- 


mentary to it, officered by persons of Cur faith, where onr sick poor, at any 


time and without delay, may at once procure admission.” ‘“ Nemo” writes 


the Hospital proper, which is to replace such institutions as the London Hos- 


pital?” I think I may venture to characterize this as a misrepresentation ; 


and as there are one or two more points on which “ Nemo” has misunder- 
stood me, I beg you will allow me the opportunity of replying. oe 
“Nemo” says I have abandoned the idea of a Hospital and now adyo- 
cate some other kind of institution—a sanatorium or hospital, or the like. 
I thought [had especially guarded myself against such a charge, by saying 
that the name of the institution was of no importance; but in order that [ 
may not further be misunderstood upon this point, I beg to say that the thing 


| which is needed is a place for sick people; and I shall leave it to “Nemo” 


to supply the title of the establishment himself. Ifthe word “ hospital ” is 


hospital none but Jewish patients, even in cases of accident, would be at- 


most of our charities, would be received not wholly from Jews; and even 


‘if this were not so, I should be sorry to think that any communal institution 
would exercise such un-Jewish and narrow-minded illiberality as in this 


suggestion is imputed. It must be remembered, however, that the institution 
would be founded essentially for persons of our.own faith, and that the 
accommodation and arrangements would be designed for them especially ; 
but I presume accidents and urgent cases would: always be attended to 
regardless of the creed of the unfortunate sufferer. 

LT regret much that my logic does not please ‘* Nemo.” I might also 
say that his logic does not please me; but one must not expect both good 
Now, what is the logic that 
‘“Nemo” objects to? That ifon the principlethat there is no kosher jaundice, 
judische dyspepsia, &c., 1t is to be maintained that there is no necessity for 
a Jewish hospital, equally must it be maintained that as there is no kosher 
geography, judische Euclid, &c., there is no need for the Jews’ Free School— 
due provision being made for Hebrew and religious instruction. [I said 
nothing else than this; and I invite any professor of logic (except ‘““Nemo”) 
to point out the fallacy.. 

Again, I should like “ Nemo” to consider the case of the ‘“‘Convalescent 
Jewish Home,” founded in memory cf the late Lady Montefiore. This isan 
institution in which the inmates require nursing, medical supervision, &c., 
and is as much like a hospital as‘ any public institution possibly. can be. 
Well, then, I ask, has “ Nemo” raised /his voice (or pen) against this project? 
and if not, upon what grounds can its claims be advocated, and the claims of 
a Jewish hospital ignored ? 

“ Nemo” has certainly both reason and fact upon his side, when he 
declaims against the wholesale immigration of foreign poor into this country. 
But is there no way of stopping this influx of foreign poor, except by refusing 
to extend adequate hospital relief to the poor already here ? I will, with your 
permission, Sir, address you on the subject upon a future occasion, Ido 
not fail to see the difficulty uf the problem, but the solution proposed by 

“ Nemo” has neither justice nor expediency to recommend it. 

— To sum up my case, then, I beg to submit :—That the present hospital 
accommodation for the Jewish sick poor is lamentably insufficient ; numbers 
of cases proper for admission being compelled to avail themselves of Chmis- 
tian hospitals, workhouse infirmaries, and similar institutions. That in the 


exists for Jewish patients, the mode of obtaining admissionis, in the majority 
_ of cases, so tedious and vexatious, that its advantages are very seriously di- 


minished, That arguments hased on the desirability of upholding unsectarian 
charitable relief fail, because the opposite principle is admitted in devoting 


all our existing charities, without exception, to exclusively sectarian purposes. 
That in reply to the alleged deficiency of available medical skill, it may 
be said, first, that no extraordinary medical skill is necessary for the instl- 


tract foreign poor from all parts, it may be replied that the application of 


Paris, New York, Amsterdam, and other places where Jewish hospitals 
exist. That therefore upon all grounds the absence of a Jewish hospitalin the 
Jargest.and richest. Jewish community in the world is an anomaly; and the 
establishment ofsuch an institution would add much to our own digmity a2 
to thecomfort and welfare of our poor brethren.—1 am, sir, your obedient 

15, Bury-street, E.C.,May 19, 1869. 


SYNAGOGUE SINGING. 
THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 
Sir,—My attention has been called to a series of articles upon it 
gogue Singing, &c., contained in recent numbers of your journal ; peo 
have becn requesteJ, having a practical knowledge of the subject, ye ing 
- mny views as to the mode which I think best for improving synagogue ¢ chs 
Quoting your words, then, Sir, I advocate “ Singing of the best cone’ 
singing of a practised and well taught choir.” There are two way® = oe 

taining this most necessary adjunct in synagogue worship : Ist. By ~ : 
gagement of a sufficient number of professional singers, competent 10 | 


’ 


artistically, and these of such strength in each part as to fill the ai 


; Sin,—I wrote in your columns on the 30th ult.: I What it is proposed 
to do, is not to supersede the Jewish Wards in the London Hospital, or to seek 


abhorrent to him, and he prefers to call it “ sanatorium,” “ home,” “hospice,” 
or whatever else he pleases, this shall be no cause of quarrel between us, _ 
A misconception scems to have arisen to the effect that at a Jewish 


tended. In the first place, subscriptions, in common with the practice of | 


only hospital worthy of the name, where special accommodation (small as it is) 


tution proposed; and secondly, that it is merely an assumption to say that 
| the required skill would not be forthcoming if the necessity for it should 
_arise,. That with regard to the objection that a Jewish hospital would at- 
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am, Sir, yours truly, 


legislatin 


4 Session 


| puny § 
not with ed to the ancient and modern melodies now in synagogue use, 
‘small number of salaried singers, not less than two { 


rt supplemented by a trained body of amateurs. | 


“ait That no steps have been taken to induce the talented members of the 


Jewish community to combine and give effect to some of their fine music by 
eoting regularly for rehearsal, is to me surprising. I proposed ten years 
- taut the ladies and gentlemen forming the congregation at Margaret- 


music. I hope yet to see the day when a large body of well trained 


amateurs, With the assistance of the professional choir, shall give such ex-— 


the “ indifferent ” may be roused, the “ lax” interested, and the music of the 


- gymagogue recognised as of as much importance as the prayers, or the ex- | 
© jortation of the preacher ; forsurely public worship consists of praise as well | 
| as prayer But let the first be of such merit that it be nota mockery, but the — 
‘outburst of solemn sounds giving additional emphasis to the sacred words to 
- which they are set, thereby stirring the mind with impressive awe, with 


plous aspirations and devotional feelings.—I am, your obedient servant, 
G. Verrinper, Mus. Bac. Oxon., Organist and | 
~ Choirmaster of the West London Synagogue of British Jews. 


THE CONVERSION OF THE JEWS.’ 


T0 THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


Sir,—The editor of the journal to which the subjoined communication 
~ was addressed having failed to insert it, [ am induced to request you will be 


good enough to assign it a place in your much esteemed periodical. 


OmrEo. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY NEWS. a 
Sir,—I was greatly gratified to observe in your issue of to-day a letter 
signed “ A. 8.” directing public attention to several noted societies, whose 
object it is to effect the conversion of the Jews to Christianity. It has 
always occasioned me the utmost surprise that, viewing the frivolous results 


® hitherto produced by these institutions, notwithstanding the well-nigh fabu- 


lous amount of money already devoted to the vain task, there should still be 
found those sufficiently zealous for the regeneration of our race who are 
prepared to contribute largely towards making renewed efforts. At the 
periodical gathering of the supporters of these socicties, a report of what 
has been effected during the previous year is laid before the meeting, wherein 
the results—truly disheartening as they are—are represented in the most 
favourable and sanguine light, and assertions moreover frequently made 
which, as the Jewish Chronicle has so often conclusively proved, are either 
baseless, or must be received cum grano salis. With “A. 8.” I forcibly 
protest against these discreditable societies, their purposes, and the methods 
adopted to achieve these purposes; not, however, from any fear as to their 
power, because those whom they do prosclytize are solely actuated by 


Mercenary motives, are no honour to any sect, and, as acameleon changes its 


colour, will, upon sufficient inducement, as frequently change their faith (?); 


but from the important fact that their large resources might be applied to 


infinitely better and more laudable purposes—to the eradication, for instance, 
of the innumerable moral plague-spots prevailing amongst the general 
community. I loudly enquire, are there not thousands upon thousands in 
this metropolis and elsewhere steeped in the grossest ignorance, scarcely 
acquainted with the existence even of a Deity (numbers of them more 


debased than pagans), whose crimes are a crying disgrace to our vaunted — 


dvilisation, who fill our police-courts and our prisons at an enormous cost 


_ tothe country, and set all law at defiance? Are there not these, and can- | 
| hot conversion societies bring about their reformation, and thereby assist in 


uprooting infamy, vice, and degradation from our midst? There is wide 
Scope for the display of their superabundant energies, the expenditure of the 
superfluous cash of their supporters, and the exercise of their combined 


wisdom ; and in the event of their feeling desirous to extend their sphere of | 
Usefulness, let works of benevolence receive increased attention, and our 


impecunious charities will be for ever beholden to them. — 


ENDOWED SCHOOLS BILL. 
{0 THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 
munity th 
later, might be diy 


© subj ventured to address the Boaid of Deputies of British Jews upon 


action ut and obtained a courteous intimation that any independent 
not be q tech my former connection with like matters might suggest would — 
dent of rg obtrusive. _I therefore communicated with the Vice-Presi- 
fatisfact he rivy Council, who had introduced the Bill, and received a 


stage assurance in respect of the only point submitted at that early 
mi Samer aad followed by a reference of the whole Bill to a Select Com- 
Comm} to transpired incidentally that a Parliamentary and Legal Sub- 


ttee of the J ewish Deputies had decided, after deliberation, not to 


“Xemption of Jewish endowments from the salutary operations of the 


pasmodic ebullitions, but with broad, grand four-part. 


Wo to each voice-_ 
dikely to affe 


| Some Jewish member of Parliament, or from one or other of the Deputies 
_ Who are lawyers by profession. | | : 


impending law. The Bill, as amended in Select Committee, now lies before 
me; and there seems no more ready means of obtaining for the governing 
bodies of Jewish institutions such an exposition of the scope of the Bill as 

ct them, than to ask for it through your columns—say from 


The points which apparently need elucidation are the following : 


_ 1. Inasmuch:as clause 19, see. 2, specifically exempts the schools of — 
Quakers and Moravians, arenot Jewish schools, by implication, subjected to ° 
‘the provisions of the measure ? 

: 2. Which of our schools and other institutions will be affected by the — 
measure ?—regard being had, inter alia, to clause 8, sec. 2; clause 14, sec. | 


I; andclause 29, all sections. 
3. Are clauses 15 and 16—which exempt scholars at grammar and 


other public schools, on request of their parents or guardians, from 


attending prayer or religious worship, or lessons on religious subjects— 


drawn in terms wide enough to exempt from participation in any secular — 
exercises deemed objectionable, on sacred days, to scholars observing such 


4. Would the Commissioners, if so. moved and dispesed, have power 
to sanction the appointment of a master—with or without boarders—being a 


Jew, and not otherwise ineligible? | 


The second of the foregoing questions affects our most important 


institutions, statistical returns from which, asked for by the Board 


of Guardians, are understood to be delayed trom a desire to render 
them comprehensive and _ sufficiently in detail. One—Jews’ Free 
School—declined to furnish the Board of Jewish Deputies informa- 


tion of its trust deeds or deeds of endowment when the object was 


to frame a model deed wide enough to exclude none—at the period when 


Jewish schools were first admitted to share in the Parliamentary grants for. 


education. The other institution. is Jews’ Hospital, the statistical returns 
from which are probably delayed with like intentions, or until a special 
sub-committee (nominated last year) shall have reported upon the corres- 
pondence of the actual administration of the trust funds with the prescrip- 
tions of the trust deeds. oe | 
The third and fourth of the foregoing questions have a bearing upon 


_ the prediction of your Frankfort correspondent (Jewish Chronicle, 2nd April 


last, p. 14), to the effect that Jewish youth will, at no distant day, receive 
the training which qualifies them for the world in first-class public schools 
resorted to by the youth of other religious denominations holding the same 
rank socially, and receive the culture and discipline proper to Judaism in 
the family of a master fitted to act in loco perentis, and, by. reason of his 


literary attainments, to be appointed upon the teaching staff of a public | 


school or college. 


SOCIETY FOR DIFFUSION OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE. 


Under the title “ Our Duties to the Dead,” the Society for the Diffu-_ 
sion of Jewish Knowledge has issued a most admirable tract, which deserves. 


your special editorial notice.* A former tract, apparently by the same hand, 
on “the Jahrzeit,” oranniversary of a parent’s death (an institution recently 
adopted after the Jews by the Royal Family of England) is also very 
touching, and well adapted to supply a deficiency of appropriate reading in the 


week of mourning. ‘ God’sacre,” ‘“ Friedhof,” and other designations for the 
burial ground, express less than BY (House of Life); andwe English 


Jews needa QF ABO (Book of Life) specially adapted to the use of families 
—including young children. The well known book of the middle ages under 
that title, translated by a zealous minister, the Rev. B. Ascher, supplies the 
different wants of a different class of persons. It needs not be superseded by 
a more popular collection of stray tracts, expositions, &c., translated from 


various languages, and of the character above indicated. Would not a lady be | 
especially qualified to edit such a collection? Mere learning might supply 


materials, but not the faculty for appreciation and selection of the aliment 


likely to be healthily digested by a family group of mourners, nor the tact 


for adaptation of imported lenitives to the wounded spirit as affected by Eng - 


lish associations. ‘The idiosyncrasy of English Judaism does not always 
receive due consideration from those who cater for it. The deservedly popular | 


| book 55 94DN (Prayers and Meditations) is a model of skilful adaptation — 


from the French to English requirement. Would that it were reasonable 


to ask a like service at the same hands for supply of the desideratum herein 
pointed out !— Yours truly, | 


JACOB. 


_. Imight express myself at greater length upon the above subject, but 
ar of encroaching too much upon your valuable space forbids such an | — 


It is a subject deserving much more general interest in ourcom- 

an seems yet to have been awakened, that Parliament isengaged in 
g for Endowed Schools, and for other endowments which, sooner or ~ 
erted to educational purposes. At the beginning of the — 


- * Of course, we shall notice this excellent tract in our next series of reviews - 


YO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


Sir,—Let us hope that the majority of your readers concur with | 
| “ Acerbitas’” opinion that “Nemo” displaycd unnecessary acrimony in 
| dealing with Mr. Guedalla’s letter. I do homage to the genius of _ 


‘+‘Nemo,” but I cannot ignore the merits of Mr. Guedalla, who at all times, 
| and with commendable promptitude, has striven hard and successfully 
to further the interests of his coreligionists. We want more such men 
‘among us—men of action, not of wordy nothingness. Mr, Guedalla sees — 
that which is even admitted by the herculean “‘ Nemo”—the existence of — 
many glaring imperfections in our ritual, and apparently would adopt 


radical measures for their removal; but ‘“‘Nemo”’ dons the old conserva 


tive armour, and echoes the hackneyed watch ery, “ The constitution 1s : 
in = Well, the same end may »e predicted of both sides; strong — 


ay be in numbers, still argument will ultimately overpower senfi- 


as on 


ment, and break through the already disconcerted ranks ; but not until & 
deal of hard skirmishing has passed between the lines,and then, tosecure 
a conciliatory course, a give-and-take policy will ensue, and let us hope 


oar brethren may at last dwell at peace and concord, and worship the one 
God in unison.—Yours truly, P. J. R. 
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: tained by females or males, I will not now enler; I am perfectly con- 4 las 
; .. ed in my own mind asto which is best, but 1 have no wish to force my j ee 
: ‘nions upon others. et each synagogue cnoirmaster, according to the i a. 
op ‘his disposal by the authorities, make tl 
+.) nlaced at his disposal by the authorities, make the most and best | ous 
d meet Once Ce | aCuice OF svnagogrue and other 
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THE OPINIONS OF CORRESPYNDENTS VERSUS 

EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 
Sir,—My strawberry seems to have had the flavour of a raspberry, and 


has rubbed against what, at first sight, appeared to be a gooseberry ; but 


which, after all, turns out to be, despite the unseasonableness of it, a ripe 
mulberry. Your sweet “ Acerbitas,” using figurative language, may not 
care a fig—a green one, of course—but I think he 1s providing a somewhat 
unprofitable and unpalatable dessert for your invited guests. This week he 
graces the centre dish with the crab apple of discord. He first tells one 
correspondent that he has been very harshly dealt by, and he smothers him 
with pity; he then tells the smiter that his blow was too hard and fierce, 


and, further, that his opponent was quite beneath his contempt; and he 


then tells the stricken, again for his solace, that it served him wellright, for 
having given a blow unaware and unmerited. Yet ‘“ Acerbitas ” thinks 
himself a logician. Suppose “ Acerbitas” gives up the comic style; it does 
not suit him. He evidently is capable of wielding a pointed reed and 


tickling some Blue-bottle abuse. If, however, he persist in his present 


fermentation, then can he only svbside into vinegar, and become the very 
ruin and destruction of the sugary | An STRAWBERRY, — 


SABBATH OBSERVANCE. 
| TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 
Sir,—Having seen in your journal of last week two very good letters 


I trust you will favour me by publishing a few of my remarks, | : 

‘Observer ” remarks that ‘teachers should give more attention 
to the spiritual welfare of their pupils. This is perfectly true, but at the 
same time without wishing to shield the teachers from their mactivity 
on that point, 1 must add they are not wholly deserving of blame, 
as the authorities and managers of schools should insist on religion being 
properly taught in addition to other branches of study. 1 noticed another 
remark in the letter of your correspondent “ Observer,’ who states that 
some time since a body of gentlemen tried by personal remonstrance and 
visitation to check the growing indifference to Sabbath; from personal ex- 
perience I am convinced that an immense amount ef good can be effected by 
this kind of visiting; and if a few ladies or gentlemen (even so small a 


on the important subjects of Sabbath Observance and Religious Education, 


number as six) were to energetically proceed with the work, the result would 


be most beneficial. No superfluous words or high flown language are neces-_ 


sary; kindness and faith in God’s Holy word are all that is required to 
enable anyone posséssing religious knowledge to impart it to his fellow 
creatures, 

In reply to'the remarks of your correspondent “1,” Tam ofhis opinion 
that all who desecrate the Sabbath must be unaware of its beneficial results; 
but referring to Dr. Adler's wost excellent sermon (recently delivered in 


the Great Synagogue), on the importance of observing the Sabbath Day, 1 
think “FE” is incorrect in stating that such sermons are not reqmred im 


synagogues he should rather have said, let those who hear them spread 
them widely abroad. Persons who donot sanctify the Sabbath will not attend 
lectures, but can be tanght what is right by other means. Respecting its 
being the mission of Jewish -clergymen to promote the observance of the 
Sabbath, I think they do so by giving public lectures. God has said, “ Ye 
shall be unto mea kingdom of priests,” and therefore the power of doing 
good does not’ alone rest with the ministers of the congregation; the com- 
munity in general, and particularly parents, teachers, and the promoters of 
education should be active in their exertions, that all those who are ignorant 
of the importance of God’s holy commands should be carefully instructed 
in them, and I feel assured the results would be most beneficial. pcg a 
The only apology I can offer for trespassing so largely on your valuable 
space is, having been taught how to appreciate God’s Sabbath, I am anxious 


that those unacquainted with its value should, if possible, be informed of 
the importance of hallowing it.— Yours truly, | : 


WORKING-MEN’S. CLUBS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. es 


$ir,—Three letters have appeared in your journal under the aboye 
heading, called forth by the estimable and thoughtful suggestion of Mr. Ellis 
- Davidson, as to the formation of a working-men’s club ; but as the name of. 
the Jews’ Literary Club has been freely handled in all those communications, | 
[wish to say a few words on its behalf in reply; in fact, I have been re- 
~ quested so to do by several of my colleagues on the committee of that insti- 
— tution, as they, with myself, fecl that your correspondents have not done | 

One must draw a broad difference between the letter signed‘ P.J.R.” 
_ and the two succeeding ones, as through the former ean be.traced a deep and | 


‘seems to pervade the two others, 


‘The question raised by “ P. J. R.” is: Is the Jews’ Literary Club a 
- working men’s club in the ordinary acceptation of that term? Now, while 
I candidly answer that the committee, whieh is mainly composed of the | 
promoters (and a word as to them by and bye), cannot lay claim to the phi- 
lanthropy of having formed a club for the sole use and benefit of the work- 
Ing classes, I distinctly repudiate the insinuations of your other eorrespon- | 


dents, that it was ever intended to be, or is by any means, a class institute ; 


_ the only condition attached to entrance (beyond payment of subscription ) 
being an introduction by two members and the formal consent of the com- | 
mittee—a restriction every one must admit to be necessary to ensuf@ respec- 


ability. 


Well, I confess we do not seek to receive “ blackguards,” even in the posi- 


sincere ifiterest in the Jews’ hiterary Club... But quite a contrary feeling 


| blackguards !’ 


| pay half-guinea or a far greater sum. Therefore that could not ha 
the reason for fixing the subscription at the sum mentioned. 


be the formation of a scientific institution. But the establishin 


not so low in the scale as the unfortunate class just mentioned, would 


tive degree, much less “common blackguards ;” and as to “low, common 
angels and ministers of grace defend us! But there ara 


doubtless many who would come under that ban but are yet quite able ts 


ve been | 


As to that much-to-be-pitied (and also to be assisted) class who 
“Working Men’s Friend” savs “ go to rest at. night and do not know w 
next day’s bread is to come from,” I scarcely think—and I hope T at not 
severe against them—that the most charitable act that could be done would 


here 


he | g of a working 
men’s or mechanics’ institute for hundreds of  coreligionists, happily 


beyond doubt, be considered by them asone of, if not the greatest, boon that 
could be given; but it could not be done unless a sufficiency were first 
subscribed for its maintenance, one penny weekly being the maximum charge 


that should be made to its members, an amount that could only make it self- 


supporting after many years existence, if then. The Jews’ Literary Club 
neither asked nor desired any such thing; the immediate subscribing of only 
a very limited number of members, each paying 10s. 6d., at once justifying 


the executive in declaring the club open. 


Had a “ Working Man’s Friend” said that he hoped soon to hear of a 


| club which every working man could join at a small charge, the J ews’ Literary 


Club would gladly do all in their power to assist the promoters of such an 
undertaking. “ON. A. R.” states that the club is now managed only by some 
“later adherents’—a statement likely to mislead the public into a belief 
thate a schism has taken place in the management. Let me explain: 
Several gentlemen who had been interested in the old Sussex Hall Club being 
ata meeting elected a chairman (Mr. Rosenbaum) and offered, with the 
experience they. had gained, to assist. in any manner possible; the 
only banner under which they would fight was a two guinea subseription in 
advance; and when a majority decided that this would be impracticable, they 
resigned en masse, and the present founders at once undertook and succeeded 
in establishing ‘the present flourishing club, gaining for it a president of 
whom they are justly proud, the worthy Dr; Levison: a patron In Whom they 
dehght, the nighly respected Dr. Artom: and the writ ten sympathy and ay)- 
proval of the Chef Rabbi, Dr. Adler. | | oo, 

If your correspondents have in view the formation of a mechanics’ in- 
stitute, let them besiege you with letters till their object is gained; but if, 
on the other hand, their only wish is to draw the Jews’ Literary Club into a 
controversy, I would say to them, in the words of Virgil: | 

Oro (si quis adhue precibus locus) exue mentem.” 

T beseech you (Gf my suppheations can still have any effect), change 

that intention.— Yours truly, Moses J. 


MODIFICATIONS . IN| SYNAGOGUE SERVICES. 
| TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, . 
Sin,—l should not have ventured) to address you a second time on 
this subjret, weve it not that my former Ictter appears to have attracted 
some notice, and that some errors seem to eXist regarding my views. 
© An Occasional Correspondent” pays me a high compliment in 
announcing that my few remarks might be considere las having impressed 
the minds of the congregation of the Great Synavzogue so as to produce 
more‘ than usual decorum on the first day of Pentecost. “I hope that this 
supposition may be correct; but whether the propriety of demeanour 
might or might not be due to my letter, [am pleased to know that it — 
existed in that synagogue on the svlemn occasion alluded to. and hope 
that the example thus set in the largest may be followed in the smaller 
“ Acerbitas ” remarks that ‘“‘ Observator” considers it the height of 
impiety to say one’s prayers aloud.” I cannot sce any part of my letter 
_from which such an inference can be drawn. I certainly did write to. 
you, and I do still maintain, that there are some, nay, many, who are 
doubtless pious men, who appear to dcem it necessary to say their prayers — 


| aloud, in fact, so loud, that not only the Almighty God, to whom they 
| pray, but also a large number of their fellow worshippers may hear theM. — 


~Talso remarked that such conduct would lead to the conclusion that they 
deemed a loud tone needful ia order that the Almighty might hear them, 
and not to the conclusion.that they were addressing Him to whom the 
conception of the heait is as clear and distinct av the loudest tone ever 
uttered. No one canattempt to deny that such conduct on the part o 


| indiv duals is a gieat interruption to the service; and although 16 8— 


difficult ‘vo eradicate a habit of long standing, it is still possible, by. 


shewing the incousistency ‘of their conduet, to induce many to relinquish 


it. Public religious services are highly useful, for, if well conducted, they 
are calculated to impress the minds of those attending them wit!) feelings — 
of awe and reverence, and often lead a man’s thoughts from worldly 0. 
holy aspirations. But if not so” conductedas to-inspire such feelings: 
they become a mockery ; and instead of impressing the callous with holy 
thoughts, estrange him all the more from the religion of his fa thers, ant 
thus defeat their own object. It therefore behoves «// true earnest Jews. 
to do their utmost to make the services at their synagogues as orderly a 
impressive as possible ; and this task is most of all incambent upon me 
paid and honorary executive, and upon the older and more influentia 
members in each congregation, who, by their example, can do much 
_ And now as to the ritual. Ido not wish to advocate any radi e 
changes; but surely some of the additional pieces read with s0 ae 


care on the last holydays might be omitted. ‘They may be very clover 
But a tremendous charge has been brought against us by a “ Working | olydays night be omitte ley may 

-Man’s Friend,” founded upon a conversation with an individual member as to 
the subscription being fixed high to keep out “low, common blackguards.” 


as poems, but so far as I can judge from the translation, and fr eho 
slight knowledge of Hebrew, they are not adapted for public woes Ips 
very few of the congregants can possibly understand them, and they, 


| therefore still less adapted for the great prominence which is som | 
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THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


Z by the’solemaity with which they are chaunted. I know 
given ose. thoy take their rise; but as they are not common to the 
n) 


ar Chief Rabbi have not sufficient authority to expunge them from the 
0 


Apologiaing for trespassing on your valuable space, and hoping that 
seas may induce others to take up these questions, 1 remain, 
yours obediently, OBsERVATOR. 


AN. EPITAPH. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, 


sin,—Is any one among your readers disposed to test the appositeness 
of the gubjoined intended epitaph, by rendering into Hebrew the following 


re -‘}_-so to speak —were conceived in or from that language ? 
ideas which OBIT., ATAT 40, 
— Galled from her post of duty well discharged, 
As daughter, wife, mother in Israel ; 
Prepared for entrance in the Promised Land 
By forty years’ probative pilgrimage ; , 
‘She wins the goal before us, where entwine, 
ae In deathless life, the ties of kindred souls. 
Be ours sustaining faith to win in turn | 
Reunion with the Blessed for aye.—Amen. 


Yours obediently, DiLicgENs, 


To CORRESPONDENTS.—Mrs. Jacobsohn.—The information is inserted, 


thanked for communication, of which we will avail ourselves. Mr. Morrice Levy, jun.—The 


_ was one of danger and misfortune. 


ticle is very interesting, and will appear. Mr. Van Oven, ‘‘M. C,” “ Neleh,” ‘Ladies’ Work 
Society,” \ir. Godfrey Green, “hi. B,” Notice of late ‘Mr. Jacob I. Cohen, Mr. Ellis’s letter 
From AObserver ” will appear. Mr. Joseph, M r. Greenberg, ‘‘D. H.” are greatly thanked: 


SKETCHES FROM THE MODERN HISTORY OF THE JEWS, 


(Continued from our last.) 
The greatest enemies of the Jews in Castile, as elsewhere throughout 
Spain, were the clergy ot the dominant Church, who could not understand 


or conceive how the Jews could entertain feelings of indifference toward 
Christianity ; they supposed that they must necessarily be intensely hostile 
to it, and that therefore they deserved, in return, to be vexed and punished. 
Accordingly, they embraced every opportunity to persecute the Jews, who, 
so far as the existing annals of those times and of that country throw any 
light upon the subject, did nothing to justify such animosity and its conse- 
quent persecution. In Segovia, a priest preached so violently against the 
Jews in the cathedral, that he inflamed the whole community against them; 


and the spirit of persecution spread even to Sardinia and Majorca. Many 


Jews were slain, and others were compelled to renounce their religion, in. 


Y 


order to preserve their lives. In Valladolid, laws were passed by the Cortez 
in 1412, forbidding them to go beyond the particular portion of the city 
which had been assigned to them; and they were not allowed to mix with 
the Christian community, or to exercise the trades of farmers of the public 
revenues, of physicians, and.of many other useful and desirable occupations, 

In Aragon the condition of the Jews during the thirteenth century 


which prostrated their industry and diminished their prosperity. 
celona they were excluded from all participation in trade and commerce, and 
they were harassed throughout the province of Aragon by the continued 


and obstinate efforts of the clergy to compel their abandonment of their own 


religion, and their adoption of Christianity. To aid in the accomplishment 
of this result, the king was prevailed upon to establish Professorships of 
Hebrew in the universities, in order that the priesthood might become better 
prepared to confront and confound the Jews in public and private disputa: 
tion. Some of the most talented and zealous of the ecclesiastics addressed 
themselves to this new branch of knowledge, and under the guidance and 
tuition of converted or apostatized Jews, beéame proficient in the Hebrew 
language. Several pubkic debates ensued between the champions of Chris- 


tiauity and Judaism, which were very famous in that day. One of these 


occurred in 1268, in the presence of James I. of Aragon, at Barcelona. 
The champion of the Church was Paul Christiani, an eminent priest; that 


of the Jews was Moses, a learned Rabbi. The court, clergy, and a vast as- 


semblage of people, attended the debate, during which both disputants dis- | 
played great ability ; and the result was, as might have been expected, that 
nota single convert was made by either side. The only consequence was 


disastrous to the Jews, for the priests prevailed on the monarch to order the 


Complied to some extent, and sent many of their Rabbinical and Talmudical | 
_ Writings to the appointed place for inspection; but the result which they | 
feared actually occurred. The priests destroyed or mutilated nearly every | 

book which passed under their scrutiny ; and had the prudent Jews not re- | 
_ Served some copies of all their best works, many of the most valuable trea- | 


‘Sures of Hebrew literature would now be either unknown to the world, or_ 


Jews to bring ali their books to Barcelona, that they might be examined as" 


to whether they contained any passages hostile to Christianity. The Jews 


Would exist only in an imperfect state. 


the ews’ Free Scuoox.—It appears that, according to the regulations of. 
eat 


of Council of Education, teachers who have obtained a certifi- 
© ol merit cannot be re-examined, and all promotion thereafter must be 


“We to length and value of service, and certificates are subject to revision 

Such promotions are charily made, the object being to | 
s forfaithful and zealous exertions. Under these circum- 
pleasant to record that the certificate of Mr. L. B. Abrahams, 


every five years, 
— them prize 


Taised fro ¢ Jews’ Free School, has just undergone revision, and that he is 


sf all orthodox congregations, they cannot be essential, and if 


» books, surely he can allow them to be treated with less promi- 


They were hampered with various laws, © 
At Bar- 


advance ai he 4th degree to the first class of the 3rd degree—a sree | 
Wich must the governors of the ‘ 
Shoo} be a source of satisfaction to the of t -| js announced to be held next Monday evening. 


- BAYSWATER JEWISH SCHOOLS. 


A public examination of the Bayswater Jewish Schools was held on 
Wednesday ; the Rev. Dr. Hermavn Adler presided. The Ludies Com-— 


mittee (Countess @Avigdor, Mrs. Hermann Adler, Mrs. Simon Hyam, 
Mrs, Myers, Mrs. 
Mre. M. Adler, the Rev. 
in the institntion, The examination comprised the following subjects : 
Hebrew, reading and translation, creeds, commandments, Bible history, 
English reading, writing, arithmetic, history, grammar, and common 
objects. The pupils acquitted themselves very creditably indeed. Ali¢é 
Levy, the senior pupil, recited distinetly a pretty little poem called 


| “ Little Things.” The Rev. Dr. H. Adler distributed the prizes, accom- 


panying each gift with some words of encouragement, He then addressed 
the pupils. He said that he was glad to find that those who had not 


received prizes last year had worked hard to obtain them this year. He 

urged those who had not gained rewards to work honestly and steadfastly. 
for the future. He begged the children to be punctual and regular in — 
attendance. The poem just recited explained the importance of “little 
| things,” and thus a few minutes lost in school could never be regained. | 


In order trat they might not be disheartened if they found others more 


gifted than themselves, he told them a story of Rabbi Akiba, who acquired 


distinction by. industry and perseverance He one day noticed a stone 
which had become smooth by the friction of the rain, and exclaimed that 
he might become clever by constant application. So also the children 
before him might improve by constant application. 


“Tittle words of kindness, little words of love, 
= Make the earth an Eden, like the Heaven above.” . 
~ He implored the clildren to show their gratitude to the ladies who 

had placed them in such beautiful rooms, so suitable tor them; for children, 
like flowers, required light. He alluded to the valuable services of Miss 
Spiers, and thus concluded an address which evidently greatly affected 
the httle hearers. | 

The first two prize holders were Alice Levy and Julia Joseph. 


JEWS’ FREE. SCHOOL DINNER. 


We have pleasure in publishing the beautiful English Ode recited at 
the Jews’ Free School dinner last week. 
clearly and emphatically recited. © For many vears we believe the Free 
School English Odes procecded from the pen ot the vifted, accomplished, and 
ever-tco-be-lamented Mr. Sampson Samuel, whose Joss is vividly ealled to 
mind at this anniversary festival. 
written by Mr. M. Angel, the head master of the Free School : 


As in the distant past, by outstretched hand, 

Wonders were wrought for Israel's chosen band: 

As from the flinty rock soft honey burst | 
And water slaked the desert’s parching thirst ; 


So in this happy land, do you combine, 

To raise from barren soil the fruitful vine: 
Your charity the fertilizing dew, 

And we the elusters blooming still anew, 


' Then blesséd be the mercy that has given 
To humblest child the means to merit heaven : 
Blesséd the Guardians who in darkest night 
Have raised Religion’s beacon-truths to light. 


Through you the pages of the Law unfold 
Treasures more precious than the richest gold; 
The charms of knowledge deck our onward way, 
And virtue’s precepts all our actions sway. 
Almighty God, who view’st our happy state, 
Guard those who strive Thy Love to imitate ; 
Protect them till life's latest breath shall cease, 
And then admit them to eternal peace, _ : 


East Lonnon Jewish Brnevotent Socinry.—In response to a 


circular issued by Mr. 8. Samuel, a meeting of the Jewish inhabitants of | 
East London wasfheld on Sunday. Mr. Samuel (the chairman) stated his — 
-yeasons for convening the meeting. He sketched the position of his brethren 


in faith in that locality, of whom numbers were in want and incapable of 
maintaining families. He urged the necessity of a relief society in this 


quarter, where the poor of their faith congregated largely, and such an 
institution was imperative. ofa shar’ any 
most deserving of relief were compelled to ask aid of a few individuals in | 
the vicinity ; but these, from constant demands, eould only giveinsufficiently. 
“Tt therefore appeared desirable that the Jews in the neighbourh sod should 
organize an association for dispensing relief systematically, There were 
‘many objects to be embraced by the society. First, he wished that every 
Jewish child should receive a Jewish education, and for this purpose 1t was _ 
: proposed to aid in paying school fees for children whose ‘parents could not ~ 
‘afford to pay them, and to procure the admission of fatherless and motherless 


Hitherto, for want of a local charity, many 


children into Jewish orphanages. The second and third objects were to. 


~ yelieve lying-in women and persons in confined mourning. The fourth object — 
“was to advance loans, without interest, to poor tradesmen to enable them to | 


get a living. It often happened that with a few pounds, a man could raise 
himself above want and dependence. 


“Several gentlemen expressed conenrrence with Mr, Samuel’s views; and & 
resolution was passed to organize the society. 
President; Mr. Fileman, Treasurer; and Mr. J. Levy, Hoy. Sec. A com-— 


Mr. Samuel was elected’ 


mittee was also appointed. A public meeting in furtherance? 


Henry L. Cohen and Mrs. Spiers) were present, aiso : 


Samuel, the Rev. R. Harris and 
Miss Spiers, a very energetic friend of the school. There are 35 pupils 


‘He assured them that - 
kindness and good temper would grow on them by habit, and be retained — 
all their life. Referring to the poem that had been recited, ho quoted ; 


[tis elegantly written, andit was 


Lhe present Ode was, we understand, | 


The society was intended to alleviate | 
all forms of distress. He asked the meeting to aid and co-operate with him. 
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THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, 


“Mar 28, 1869, 


‘SP CIAL NOTICE. 


| The Jowish Ohronicle”” can be obtained early on the morning of wiblication at 


Messrs. W. H. Suitu and Sons, Strand; 

Messrs. Everett and Sox, Bouwverie-streel, Ficel- street, ; 
Mr. Morgav, 98, Queen Bayswater, W.; and... 

‘The Publishing Office, 11, Castle-street, Bevis Muvks, 


This arrangement will enable the to supply customers Lit all 
of the readily. 


OHRONICLE 


H W 1 SH 1841). 


ey Masptnnd Journal devoted to the Interests of Judaism and the J ewish a | 


at Home and 
OFFICE: 11, CASTLE-STREET, BevIS MARKS, E.C 
- PUBLISHED EARLY EVERY. FRIDAY MORNING, 
| PRICE. TWOPENCE. 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION—Within hand-delivery district, 8s. Sd. 
Beyond hand-delivery, 19s. 


The “Jewish Chronicle,” as a very widely- read and long-established organ, is an ex- 
medium for advertisements. 


-. In accordance with the precedent of other journals, the number of pages in the 
“Jewish Chronicle” will vary according to the requirements of each w reek. 


BENAS AND CO. 
BANK EXCHANGE AND. BULLION OFFICE. 
| 62, CORNHILL, LONDON, and | 
BENAS AND SON, 5, SOUTH CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL. 


FSSUE DRAFTS and Letters of Credit on Paris and the wrinetpal cities of 
Europe and America; pay out Coupons, purchase and sell Stock and Shares and effect all 


| Banking transactions. Specie parcels, as well as all Bullion and Banknotes from the country, — 
will be remitted at the best exchange value. 


CALENDAR “FOR THE WEEK. 


Day Day of; Day ot | 
of |Hebrew) civil Portion. |Haphtorah. 
week. | month.) month. 
Friday | Siv. 18/ May 28| Sabbath com. 7.0 | | 
Saturday 19 291 Sab. term. 8°49. smbyna {Zachariah 11.14 
Num. viii. 1 to} to iv. 
| xi. 1. 
Sunday, 20; 380 
Monday 21 
Tuesday 22, June 1 
23) 2 
Thursday’ 3 | | 


Friday next, 4th June, Sabbath commences at 2:0. 


MEMORABILIA 


MEETINGS 


FOR THE WEEK. 


SUNDAY, 30th inst. —Jews Deaf and Dumb Home, General Court, at Westminster 
Jews’ Free School, Greek-street, at 11 a.m.—TI*ree Lecture 
to Working Classes, by Mr. KE. A. Davidson, at Infant 
School, Commercial- street, at 8 p.m.— Borough Jewish 
School, Committee Meeting, Vestry Room, B orough Syna- 
gogue, 12 o'clock. 

Monpay, sist inst—East London Jewish Benevolent. Society, public méeting 
Stepney Jewish Schools, 8, p.n.—Meeting Association for 
Diffusion of Religious Knowledge, at Jews’ College, 7 p.m. 

tUmepay, June 1st. —Meeting Executive Cominittee Hoard of Guardians, 5 p.m.— 
Monthly inéeting Ladies’ Committee of the Spanish and 

| Portuguese Infant School, 11 a.m. 
WEDNESDAY, June 2nd—-Committes Meeting West Metropolitan Jewish School at 
Red Lion-square, 5 p.m. 


THURSDAY, June—Jews' Infant School Cominittee, at the School, Coinmerei al- 


street, 4 30 pn. 


Hewish 


Tht 


LONDON: FRIDAY, M AY 28, 1869, 
“THE GRE AT GULL "SOCIETIES. 


“Tue truth i is strong, and it shall prevail ! 


sharply-barbed arrows. Our indignation was. not understood, and cer- 
tainly it received no sympathy. It would, we surmise, have been in vain 


3 had we at that time submitted that we were not an utterly depraved, de-_ 
based, immoral people; that we were not absolutely heathens, and did not 
| habitually worship idols; that we were not usually murderers, drunkards, 


 garotters, wife-beaters, traitors or perjurers ; that we were not scorners of | 
the Bible, ignorant of its truths 


voice of sublime hope ! ee wonld have been vain if we had then urged that_ 
= there were, ah! even in this proud City of London, a few persons, say ten 
—say a hundred—say rather thousands—who, though not Jews, were utterly | 
debased, and noxious : heathens, murderers | 


, revilers ofits sacred teachings, deaf to its 


or four times in 


not to be listened to for a moment. 


sense highly beneficial to the Jewish community. 
i close our ranks, and to work hard to build, 
schools. 
Societies for the anxiety evinced and successfully put into practice by the | 


our faith, 


: blessings are unknow n. 


yuffians, base totally i or scornful of the 
Divine Volume of Revelation ; and a few thousand pounds expended with. 


view of guiding these abject sinners into the paths of common humanity would 


be turned to far better account than if Javished on some foreigner coming 
from some remote spot in Central Europe, and undergoing conversion three 
« life-time for a handsome sum per conversion. Such a 
plea, no doubt, w ould have been thought most unreasonable and intolerable 
But now the tide has turned, A. 
Christian clergyman, a minister of the; Established Church, the Vicar of. 
Amwell, has boldly and nobly published j in the Daily News a letter, which 


we quoted in our last number, wherein he condemns one of these conversion - 
societies as the “ greatest sham that could be palmed on a Christian public.” 
He considers it doubtful whether a Jew, converted at acost of £10 ;000, 
undergoes a genuine conversion. 
} ventured to maintain a similar opinion—an opinion far more forcibly sus- 
tained by this Christian gentleman—a storm (which. we seem to have survived | 
very” comfortably) broke on our head! _ Now, however, the press frankly | 
} recognizes the truth which we assert. 
] greater insult or injury could be inflicted on a peaceful, religious, loyal and — 
moral class of citizens than to carry on institutions designed purposely to | 
| disturb their tranquillity, invade their homes, cajole their children, and attack 


Yet, when some months ago we 


We trust it will soon admit that no 


their religious observances— observances built on the basis on which their 
own faith was reared, and practised by the founder of their faith himself, 


One effect of the Great Gull machinations has been, in a certain 
It has induced us to 
maintain, and. improve our 
We may, perhaps, express our oblig rations to the Great Gull 
Jews to support Jewish schools thoreughly. Perhaps, also, wemay thank them © 
for the tendency to Union which exists amongst us, notwithstanding many 
points of difference. The worshipper at Duke’s Place or Bevis Marks, and 
the worshipper at Margaret. street hold doubtlessly divergent views cn certain 
important questions. The millionnaire of St. James’s parish, Piccadilly, and 
the artizan of St. James’s parish, Aldgate, hold different social ranks. But 
they all make common cause and join shoulder to shoulder in order to Op- 
pose aserried front to the flank movements-—the feints and tricks of the 
conversionists. If therefore the Great Gull Societies can find year by year 
persons who are content to devote very large funds to objects so desirable 
as the promotion of J ewish education and the furtherance of Jewish 
peace and union—(and education and concord are said not to be foreign to 
the object. of Christianity) we Jews, at least, have no cause of complaint 
against them on this score. | 

Yet, we hold it to be an insult that a peaceful people—religious in 
theory and moral in practice—a people worshipping Him who gave the Bible, 
should be dealt with by any portion of their fellow-citizens, as if they were 
pagans ; aye, and even as if they were wicked pagans. 

And we hold it to be unwise and censurable that money should be 


lavished for such purposes when it is required by the moral necessities of 


London itself, where sums now ruthlessly thrown away might be sown 
broadcast in the hideous alleys and squalid slums of this city—abodes of 


festering vice, heathen ignorance, obtrusive impiety and rampant crime— 


and might in time bring from these tainted spots the tainted souls that — 


have their earthly presence there, and might lead them upwards to Heaven ! 
And we hold it to be dangerous and intolerablé—that from time to time 
the restless enterprises of these societies should be directed abroad in such 


fashion, as to imperil the peace of our country, and the lives of our brave 
soldiers and sailors. Wedread already a repetition of the Abyssinian war ; 
for it may be looming near us, as another expedition | to the Ha lashas i 


| th ite) /, 
At length the English press has | ee 


awoken to the supposition that it is not. ‘unreasonable the Jewish com- 
munity should object to be the object of conversionist machinations, The 
financial freaks (f these societies were exposed some months ago, in terms | 
~~ 80 clear and logical, that the case for the defence collapsed smartly. Buteven | 
at that time, thou :h the friends of the societies Complained that the expen- 
-diture of several thousand pounds in one year was rather extravagant for the | 
occasional proselytizati ion of one (so-cal ied) Jew, yet they did not appear to | 
recognize that .our community had grievance in being turned. into. 
target for these societies to shoot at with their vold-tipped, but 


As” peaceful believers in the Bible, then, we ce our countrymen 
not to molest us by attacking us in that. which we hold most dear— 
As good citizens, we plead to our religious countrymen on — 
behalf of the sinners and salieri. around us, to whom the Bible and its — 
patriots, we implore our countrymen in autho- 


rity to preserve the England we dearly love from the horrors of sanguinary en 
| and unnecessary Ww arfare. | 


EDUCATION. 
[tam AnvicLE.] 


4 Wi E do not suppose that when we urged i in our previous article that the incul- 
-eation of Virtue should be the direct aim of education, we advanced any espe- 


cially novel argument; but we believe there is comeiieea sufficiently novel 


in our allegation that the recognition of this aim of education should per 


vade, saturate, control and direct the practical application of education even 
in the details by which it is carried into effect: Such a recognition would g° 
far towards a denial of the advantages of that extraordinary system of i- 


struction, which is in Engiand called Government education, and which 


consists—we hope we do not speak of it presumptuously—in a monstrous 


BY sem of cram, in a which state 7 as a sort of political embodiment On 
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May 28, 186% 


ghich some minds mature early and fruitfully into ripe richness, while 
other minds hope 


‘teachings insisted upon. 


- yeligion is not taught internally, or in which the teaching of religion is not 


_ perception, and interfere with, disturb, 
called religious instruction? 


) P Rom the information which reaches us from the Danubian Principalities, 
_ We perceive that the position of eur brethren in those regions is still by no_ 
Means satisfactory, Dies truditur dic : but no absolute improvement manifests. 
_ Uself, We admit that acts of violence have not been recently reported, and — 
_ that there is no fanatic rising of the Roumanian population against their Jewish 
lellow-subjects ; but the Government still withholds its countenance from the — 
. Hebrews of the Principalities ; equality before the law is not established on_ 
4 statutory basis, and—worse still—the new Minister of the Interior (an 


CEANO, 


insisting 


is constantly performing a process of hot-pressing, under 


Dr. BLIMBER, 


lessly ran to seed. State instruction, as understood 
in England, may be described as an arrangement for forcing certain minds 


in certain hot beds of study, and its object is attained when a number of 


students shall have become proficient in certain special branches of learning. 
Now, what should we believe to be a correct system would be one in which 


the object of edneation should be attained when all students should have | 
“hecome proficient in certain general branches of virtue. The road by 

which we would attain this end would be—we fear not to say--Religion, | 
: And our text book—we say it quite as dauntlessly—would be the Bible. | 


Under whatever arrangement religion be taught, we would have its” 
_ As to this, no option should be left to the 
parent of achild. We are aware that differences of respectable opinion 


~ exist as to. the: best mode in which this should be accomplished. Some 


would rely only on schools in which the teaching of religion is a recognized © 
branch of instruction. Others would be satisfied with schools in which 


denominational religion is not taught, but would require, as in all such in- | 


stances we would require, in the case of each pupil, a certifying of religious 
snstruction outside the schools. But in education in schools in which 


insisted upon as an external branch of instruction, we see a thousand 


perils. We dread the growth of an irreligious, and therefore of an immoral | 
generation. For we no more believe in the inculcation of morality, not 


aided and not generated by religion, than we can believe in the existence 
‘of a child on the face of the earth without the prior existence of parents! 

But for the first principles of religious instruction we must look to a 
phase of life earlier than the ordinary school. The child’s first school is 
the mother’s home. The first school bench on which he rests is the mother’s 
knee, And in religious teaching lies the Mother’s holiest mission ; a mis- 
sion which hallows her life with an almost angelic sanctification. Whatever 
the “girl of the period” may be, however hollow, light, or frivolous, as 
some allege ; whatever the girls of past periods may be; it seems to us 
that the great and holy power which rests in the name and office of Mother 
at once imparts to the heart of even reckless girlhood a serene dignity and 
a solemn wisdom which she attains in the first hour of her maternity ! 

And does each one of the mothers in Israel—mothers on whom lies 
the injunction, “* Thou shalt instruct diligently thy children ”—gather 
her little ones round her knee and teach them the saving truths of 
reigion as taught to herself by the Bible of her fathers and the traditions 
of her youth? or do some mothers relegate tle solemn duty of early in- 
struction to servants, almost always servants ofa different faith ; sometimes 
ervants of whose moral training they know little or nothing ? Are they not 


sometimes so rash, so easy, orso indifferent that they confide their little ones — 


to intimate association with servants of whom they know so little; or of 
whom what they chiefly know may be the attachment of such servants to 
the tenets of another Faith? Heaven knows how much mischief is due to 
the growth of weeds planted so early in the child’s tender heart and mind. — 

And does each mother in Israel teach religion to her children by 
the other power of instruction which, beside the Bible, was given by 
Heaven to man—the power of example? Does she so act and think that 


Religion may influence her own actions, permeate her own thoughts, direct 


her own temper and disposition ? Or dves she not sometimes counteract by evil 
practice the force of the truths she preaches or reads to her children ? ' Do 


not too often habitual neglect of observances, habitual loss of temper, and 


habitual apathy rise up between her child’s mind and her child’s sense of 


ROUMANIA. 


1 


"cent numbers of this journal to the circulars recently issued by C @auNi- 


in one of which he actually desires the prefects under his control to 


— the settlement of Jews in their districts. The Consuls of Austria, | 
ce, on being appealed to, proposed at once to intercede. — 


Titain » and Fran 
*@ are clear] 


‘tion of affair. y of opinion that efforts should be made to remedy this condi- 


» no’ by the occasional interference of Consular authorities, but 
onthe establishment of unrestricted toleration in the Roumanian 


8. On such & provision as this, England and France have a right to 


or neutralize the effects of her so- 


individual Who rejoices in the peculiar name CoGALNicEAno, and is the suc-_ 
ae bens of the famous Bratiano) has inherited from his predecessor not only 
Als office, but apparently also his hatred against the Jews. We alluded in 


| The printing and postage together are under £7. 


insist. The principle of religious toleration-—freedom of conscience—is 


| Inscribed on thebanners of Britain and France. It enters into the spirit of — 
each nation, and each maintains it as a constitutional characteristic. Now, 


some of the best blood of England and France flowed freely in a war which 


terminated in the very treaty that afforded national freedom and self-govern- 


ment to the Roumanian States. The liberty of the Danubian Delta was — 
planted on a soil irrigated—alas, far too freely !—by the life stream of. 
Western chivalry. England and France have a claim to speak in decided 


terms, with justly founded earnestness, to the Government and people of 


Roumania. One of the principles they represent as nations, a principle inti- 
mately involved in their history and in their constitutional and popular 
struggles, is at stake in Roumania, In defending the particular cause of — 
the Jews, still imperilled in that country, they would defend a cause which, | 


in its general aspect, is their own, 


AMERICA. 
In another part of our paper we have inserted from the National — 
Intelligencer an interesting relation of the interview of Rabbi Sneersohn 


JUDEA AND 


‘| with President Grant. Our readers are, of course, aware that the calls 
made at the White [louse differ signally from the more formal and 


stately introductions to* Kuropean courts. The American institution 
permits any man to call who has something to say. Nevertheless 
the relation has its point of interest in the fact of the oldest and newest 
civilization meeting face to face, and of the great progenitor, with the hoary 


and glorious traditions of the past, seeking from its youngest offspring a 


helping aad protecting hand. ‘There is something in this painful and 
humiliating. Apart, however, from the sensational and personal cha- 
racter-of the scene, we ask, Cui bono. If Rabbi Sneersohn had been the 
immediate delegate, which he is not, of our brethren in -Zion, the question 


would still be the same, what is the result of these spasmodic and isolated 


actions 2 Whether the boon promised or obtained be a [Huatti Scheriff from 
the Sultan, or a vague hope held out by the President, the result is abso- 
lutely nothing—not worth the words uttered or the parchment engrossed. | 
How different would it be if England, France, Holland, and the rest of the 
continent, acted in concert, and if some such plan suggested by Mr. Netter— 
who is now doing what Str Moses did a quarter ofa century ago, in advocating 
agriculture—received the umited support of the Jewish community through- 
out the world! We set our face in a most determined manner against such 
individual acts as that adopted by Rabbi Sneersohn; it but tends to raise 


false hopes, benetits only the individual reputation and interest of the man, 


and leaves the question in sfefe quo; and no one should know this better than 
Rabbi Sneersohn. This new coup de theatre—the East speaking to the West 
in the language of the West, but in the dress of the Kast—is a striking 


picture, but a picture traced in sand, which is scattered again by the first 


wind of novelty that blows from some other quarter. We hope to see our 
words bring about something like union among the triedand trusted friends 


of our fatherland, the present condition of which is deplorable and a bye-word 


and reproach to the Judaism of enlightened Europe. 
| | *," 
BALL OF THE INSTITUTION FOR THE RELIEF OF THE 
INDIGENT BLIND. | 
The Jubilee Ball of the Institution for the Relief of the Jewish Blind 
took place last Thursday evening. It was well attended, and every effort: 
was made by the executive to secure the comfort and enjoyment of all 


present. It was successful in itself, and it ought to have been suceessful — 


in respect of the finances of the institution. © We fear this was not the case. 
This admirable charity, which claims the hearty sympathy of all who 
care for humanity and desire to assuage affliction, was established in 1819. 
It is at present affording relief to forty-two pensioners, each receiving £20 


| 16s., per annum, for life; but, unhappily, seven blind persons are still 
-unprovided for! Three years have elapsed since an appeal was made, 
subscriptions to the institution only amount to £319.. Fortunately alarge — 
part of the expenditure is met by a dividend on the funded property of the 


Th 


institution. The incidental expenses of the charity are remarkably small. max 


‘Surely this institution loudly calls for the assistance of our brethren. — 
Blindness is, perhaps, the most terrible of all forms of physical affliction, 
A great, and almost the first, blessing of Creative Power was the g ft of 

Light. Let us be kind to those from whom, doubtlessly, for some merciful 
end, that privilege has been withheld. If the Jubilee Ball was not as 


| successful as might have been desired, in so far as its results were not pecu- — 
niarily satisfactory, there is yet time fur the community to supplement the 


efforts of the committee. Their recompense will be in that dread hour 
when the last darkness will fall, and when, as we hope, believe, and pray, 
thenew light will dawn alike on those who see, and those who are sightless, 
in this vale of life ! 


| 7 E Senon.<cTha Rev. M. N. Nathan, minister of the Portuguese 7 
S anita in St. Thomas, West Indies, has arrived in London, The Jewish — 
Messenger states that he is delegated to the Synod in Cassel. ee 
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choir, | 
Dr. H. Adler next interrogated the children in turn, and put questions | 


_ foolhardy violence of Mr. Stern’s boo 


determi 


10 


869, 


‘pUBLIC RELIGIOUS EXAMINATION OF CHILDREN AT 


BAYSWATER SYNAGOGUE. 


: A public religious examination of the children of congregants of 

- Bayswater Synagogue was-held at that place of worship last. Sunday morn- 

ing at half past eleven o'clock, by the Rey. Dr. H. Adler. The body of 
the synagogue was crowded with gentlemen; and Mrs. Adler, the Countess 


d’Avigdor, and a great number of ladies were in the galleries. Thirteen 
girls and three boys presented themselves for examination, They were all 


pupils of a religious instruction class which has been held weekly by Dr. H. 
Adler during the past year, and to which he has given very assiduous and 


earnest attention, We understand that other children beside those who 
were present at the ceremony had received the benefit of the reverend doc- 
tor’s religious instruction in this class, but preferred not attending on this 


| At half past eleven, the Rev. Dr. H, Adler, followed by his pupils, 


entered the synagogue and took up his place on the steps of the Ark, behind 
a reading stand. The children were ranged before him on chairs placed 


‘semi-circularly in front of the Ark. The girls were neatly dressed in plain — 
The Rev. Dr. H. Adler explained in solemn tones the object of their 
assemblage, which was to enable the children, in the presence of. their | 
parents and in this. sacred place, though it was neither Sabbath nor i es- 
—tival, to testify to the result of the instruction they had received by answer- 


ing the questions he should put to them—questions which he implored them 
to answer with heartfelt sincerity. ) ! 
not timidity—with the veneration due to God, but without fear of man. 
The 100th Psalm was then very beautifully sang by the ministers and 


bearing on the nature and ordinances of Judaism, including a declaration of 


belief in the Unity, the resurrection of the dead, future rewards and punish- 


ments, and the duty of loving one’s neighbour, whether Israelite or stranger, 
like one’s self. Tnese questions, which were carefully worded, and formed 
a sort of concise catechism of the theory of Judaism, were suitably and for 


the most part distinctly answered, the replies including Biblical reasons, and 


in some instances Hebrew texts. The Hebrew was euphoniously pronounced. 

A simultaneous declaration of belief was then uttered by all the young 
persons in unison, and this was followed by an appropriate prayer dictated 
by the minister and pronounced aloud by the pupils. In this prayer, hea- 
venly aid was implored for the fulfilment of the obligations they had pro- 
claimed that day. | | 

The 15th psalm was then sung by the B°97 (Rev. Mr. Samuel and 
the Rey. Mr. Harris) and the choir, to an impressive melody which, as well 
as that of the previous psalm, was composed by Mr. Mombach. 


without atfectation—exquisite. The music had a serene charm of solemnity 
without undue plaintiveness : and the choir and their leaders sang it beau- 
tifully. The repetition of the words DDVD YI ND was very effective. 
The Rey. Dr. H. Adler th n ascended the pulpit and delivered in earnest 
tones a remarkably eloquent, pathetic, andstirring sermon, Whatever diffe- 
rence of opinion there may be as to the advantage or propriety of these public 
examinatious (and we are aware there is a very strong difference of opinion 
on this point) there can be no doubt as to the fact that Dr. H. Adler’s 
address was admirable. It seemed in every line to breathe the piety and fer- 


- your of a loving Jewish heart, embodied in the elegant language of an ac- 


complished scholar. | 


~The first portion of this sermen appears in another column. 


The ceremony concluded with the singing of 5°73°—in which we would 
have gladly heard the congregation join. It always seems to us that all of 


our extra-liturgical ceremonies (if we can use such an expression)—such as_ 


school examinations and consecrations, for instance—might be advantageously 
concluded by the general union of the voices of all present, in a song of 
praise and prayer. This may be now-a-days D™3N Ts but it was a far 


older for, as the psalm says, 


AustraLiA.—A_ party consisting of the celebrities of Sydney were 

- invited to meet H,.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, at Government House, at a 
grand banquet. Next, in order to the premier of New South Wales, the | 
~~ hon. John Robertson, we find enumerated among the guests, the honourable — 
~ Saul Samuel, the Colonial treasurer, a rank which he now holds for the | 3 


‘second time. 


War AND THE Pall Mall Gazette contains the 
__ following. Our leader on the subject isnot premature: 
There is a passage in the report of the Society for promoting Christianity . 


among the Jews which seems to require the attention of the Foreign Office. 


_*Mr. Fladd, we are informed, ‘ is prepared to return to Abyssinia when the 
country is sufliciently settled to permit him to do so with safety. When this— 


report was read at Exeter Hall the Rev. H. A. Stern, another of the Abyssinian 
captives, supported a resolution to the effect that ‘the meeting rejoices to hear of 


the probability of the resumption of the society's efforts among the Falashas in — 


Abyssinia.’ The British taxpayer, still smarting from the Abyssinian twopence, 
can hardly be expected to join in the re It was, in a great measure, the 


English, and led to the imprisonment of the men for whose release we have 


had to pay something like a million per head. Of course, if the society is 
ned to send out missionaries there is no law to restrain it, but the Go- 
vernment would be fully justified in making a distinct public declaravion that | 


the missionaries are proceeding at their own risk, and that this country will not 


hold itself responsible in any way for anything that may happen to them, and it 
might be necessary to take care that the same should be 


He bid them speak with reverence but . 


ry. ° 
The air 
and the mode in which it was rendered by the singers were—we say it 


which enraged Theodore against the > 


notified in Abyssinia.” 


excellent. 


‘successful pupils. 
~ needless to state that they gave the recipients great pleasure. 


in satisfactory manner. 
first prizes that were ever given were awarded long, long ago by God 
Himself; prizes which they had all received in common—even the little 
children before him. 
the soul; 
valued the prize books they had just received; they would not disregard 


workers of the Sabbath School. TI 3 
_tul of our comparatively recent undertakings. We could not. avoid notic-— 
ing with great satisfaction that the girls of the school were dressed plainly 


DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES ar CITY SABBATH SCHOor, 


The annual distribution of prizes to the pupils of the very successfy] 
Sabbath school of the Association for the Diffusion of Religious Knowledge 
was held on Saturday last, at half past one o’clock, at the Infant School, 
The Rey. A. L. Green presided. . The room was crowded with the scholars 
and the Rev. 8. Singer and several other gentlemen and some ladies Wire 


present, but we should have been glad to have seen a larger muster of 


visitors, for this institution deserves hearty sympathy. The correspondence 


on the Sabbath observance question, which is now being carried on in these 


columns, proves the necessity of the school and the propriety of increasin 

it—rather a difficult matter in one respect, we fear, as the powers of the 
teachers are already somewhat overtaxed. The arrangements were, as ustial, 
The zealous and indefatigable Honorary Secretary read the 
report of the school, from which it appeared that its efficiency was satis- 
factorily maintained, and that its prosperity continued unimpaired. 359 
children were inscribed on the books. The prizes were then handed to 
They consisted of handsomely bound books, and it is 


After the prizes had been distributed, the Rev. A. L. Green addressed 
the meeting. He referred to the previous distribution, when he occupied 


the chair, and had then occasion to allude somewhat severely to one class, 


which was threatened with disestablishment. Fortunately it was found 
quite unnecessary to resort to this rigour, and the school was working quite 
The children should remember, that the 


The first prize was the great and glorious gift of 
the next was the gift of the Sabbath. Surely they 
or spoil them, nor treat them with contempt. ‘They would guard. 
these all their lives, and when the little girls before him grew to womanhood 


they would show them to their children and grandchildren with pride and 


Then how much more should they value the prizes they had 
received from Heaven! These certainly they should be very careful not to 
undervalue, despise or neglect. ‘They could show they value the great gift 
of the soul by striving to act rightly ; by obedience to their kind teachers, 
by zeal in their work, and by reverential care of the Bible. They should 
read their Bibles seriously and solemnly, and treat the sacred book with as 
much veneration as they would the W7VIP ASS in the synagogue itself, 
They should even be sure to handle their Bivle carefully and show respect 
for its sacred pages. They should also prize reverently the gift of the 
Sabbath. It was a great boon. It was meant for rest; but not such rest 
as consisted in lying late in bed, unwashed and unkempt, on this sacred day, 
and then rousing themselves merely to strut about as fine as peacocks, and 
dance rouna some miserable organ grinder, That was not true rest. But 
the Sabbath rest was a prize giyen to the worker, who, perhaps, except on 
that holy day, would scarcely be abie to snatch an hour from labour even to 
kiss the children whom he loved... When the speaker was a boy the Sabbath . 
was much more respected in thé city than it is at present. Jews must 
strive to remove from themselves any cause of reproach for inattention to Sab- 
bath observance. A third prize which they had received was. the sympathy 


pleasure, 


and care of their many friends and teachers—especially the teachers, whom 
he thanked in the name of the committee for their assiduous voluntary exer- 


tions—for devoting their only leisure day, after a week’s hard toil, to the 
self-imposed duty of teaching Religion. Referring to Miss Blackman, 
a teacher who is about to be married, he expressed a hope that she too might 


have a prize—the prize of a husband who appreciated her merits and good- 
ness, 
carrying out the object they had in view, and especiaily entreated parents to 


He implored all around him to help the promoters of the school in 


induce their children to attend regularly and to please their instructors. 
He concluded a very effective and impressive address amidst great applause. 
children then, under the able direction of: Mr. Mombach, sang. 
150, and ODP VIN. | | 
— Ifthe Jews of the metropolis are earnest in a desire to promote Saby 
bath observance among the poor, they should heartily co-operate with the — 
This is one of the most practically success- 


most melodiously, and indeed excellently, Psalms 117, part of Ps. 118, Ps. 


and modestly, and the reproach as to the undue finery of garb of our hum-  ~ 
bler classes is no longer applicable, if the pupils of the Sabbath School 2 


: The names of prizeholders will appear next week. fe 


Soup Kitrcnry Mertinc,—A meeting of the promoters of the Soup 
Kitchen was held last Sunday; Mr. Ansell in the-chair.. The Chairman — 
was glad to say that, considering the state of affairs last year, the 
position of the Soup Kitchen was quite as satisfactory as anticipated. 
They were not in a position to claim full compensation from the assurance 
office for the damage done in the recent fire, as notice had not been given to 
the office that the upper part of the house was occupied by a cabinet maker. — 
‘Their soup kitchen was the best in London. More relief had been distributed 
this year than on any preceding year, though they had not made any second 
call uponthe public. Thereport contained thankful expressions on behalf 


the committee for the assistance given at distributions by several young — 
ladies, Votes of thanks were passed to the Chairman, Mr, Jameson, 0% 


other gentlemen. The balance sheet exhibited receipts to the extent” 
£1363, and a balance from last year of £164. The amount expended was 
£1346 ; and a balance of over £180 was carried forward. 
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“gpRMON BY THE REV. DR. H. ADLER. 


pevivereD 10 THE CutpreN Hxaminep at Bayswater Syvacoaue on THe 


23RD INSTANT. 
[Text : Devt. XXX, 19—20,] | 


Moses, our great law-giver, repeated in a condensed form thelaws that | 
God had imposed upon his people ; enumerated the blessings received from | 
Him which should act as incentives to keep those laws, and expat iated | 
e the rewards and punishments which awaited their fulfilment or | 


rejection After this solemn discourse, he invoked heaven and carth, 


those imperishable, unalterable monuments of God’s almighty power, as 
itnesses that he had set before them the blessing and the curse, life and 
jeath vood and evil. And then in tones earnest and impressive, but full 


of love and tenderness, he besought them to choose life, a Jife of true | 


happiness, which consists 1n loving, obeying and clinging to God. . 

A voice as strong and clear as this is addressed by the Almighty to 
each man, whenever the great truths and commands of our law are 
brought before him; a choice a1 momentous 1s made by every man when, 


ater hearing those truths, he accepts or rejects them. ~ But these words | 
must strike home with pecthar force to your minds, my dear children. — 
You have during many mouths been 1instracted within this building int ie 
helicf which our religion teaches and the practices itenjoins. I have tried — 


to impress upon you the dangers of a life at variance with God's law, and 


the blessings that follow compliance with its injunctions, Ihave shown | had lost for them all its bitterness, and they thought only of the agreeable 
meats which they had there enjoyed ; and they would have liked to be 


you that. there is an intimate union, @ union which it is not in man’s 
power to dissolve bet ween virtue and happiness, between sin and misery. 
‘Thave tried to bring the spirit of our religion before your minds, to show 
you that it requires much of its professors, but also grants much in 
return, it demands from us that we should give up our heart, entire and 
undivided, to the service of our God; that we should conquer our 
earthly nature, sacrifice our pleasures and comforts in obedience to 
‘God’s bidding. And I have shown you how in return it points toa life of 


peace and tranquillity. ‘‘ Her ways are ways of pleasantness and all her | 


paths are peace, Our law isa tree of life to those that lay hold upon 
‘it,and everyone that retaineth it-is happy” (Prov. i. 17). I have 
shown you how by planting in your heart firm belief in immortality, it 
has deprived death of its sting, the grave of ts terrors. Adhere faithfully 
to the resolves you have solemuly pronounced this diay. All of you have 
shown to-day that the leading principle of our faith have been firmly 
imprined upon your minds. These were the truths [ tried to impress 
upon You, and I have the gratifyin, conviction that my labours were not 
lost. You diligently hearkened to my instruction. You eave me satis- 
factory proofs that you carefully thought aud reflected upon the imstrac- 
tion you received. 1 cin, in Moses’ words, call heaven and earth to wit- 
ness against you, that 1 have set before you life and death, the blessing 
and the curse. Let the faith which has been taucht you remain rooted 
myourmind., And now earnestly entreat, L beseech, m the 
words of our great teachers, choose fe Never, never fors:ke the God of 
your ancestors ; do not allow any earthly consideration to tempt you to 
swerve from the allegianee you owe to your ancestral faith. Choose life. 
Determine this day honestly and steadfastly to observe the precepts of 
our liea2en-boru religion, to love the Lord your God, in all the phases and 


vicissitudes of your life—when fortune smiles upon you, and you bask in » 


the sunsh ne of His goodness; or when you feel his caastening hand upon 
you, and he takes away froin you those you hold dearest in lite. 

You, sons of Israel, whithersoever your vcecation iu life may lead you, 
show that you can make sacrifices for the sake of your faith ; be upright, 
honest, straightforward, truthful in all your dealings. Be strong to resist 
temptations to evil. Bear in mind the injunction of the wise king: My 
son, if sinners entice thee consent thou uot. Walk not-thou in the way 
with them; refrain thy foot from their path.” | 


_ And you, daughters of Israel, preserve throughout life that simpl- | 
city, Imnocence of mind, purity of heart, which is the greatest orna~_ 
ment of a child, which should adorn every woman. Do not live tor the 


_ world, for frivolous amusements, but for the honest performance of duty. 


‘try to excel, not by: gaudiness of attire or showy accomplishments, 


but by modesty, helpfulness, kind feeling, and thoughtfulness for others. 
Be obedient daughters, devoted sisters, so that you may one day becoine 


Tathfol wives. The home is peeuliarly your spvere. There you must | 
_ Serve God ardently, and keep all those precepts which render your dwell- | 


Inga Jewishhome. Uponall of yon let me impress the fear of your reli- 


_ glous duties in the grand words of the teachers of old: ‘ Keep God's law 
-M your heart as your most precious boon ;” ‘ Le: the fear of the Omni-_ 
present ever be b fore your eyes;” “ Keep your mouth from all that is_ 

| Sinful and wicked, and He wiil be with you wherever you may be.” This | 
138 the life you have 1o choose this day. You have to decide letweea a lite | 


ce pris and evil, in other werds between a life of rcal pleasure and a life 
Of real pa | 


friends shal 


cre ma 
P casnres ofa drankard, who awakes to see a broken-hearted wife and 
Children sittin 


: ing by the side of his cold and cheerless hearth. Ab, how — 
r pleasure pall upon you; you will feel that you have only 
anity of spirit! Your mind will be tormented by anxiety © 


 800n will you 
Vexation and. 
rem orse, 

ealth 


ple 


rse. And the day will come, the day from which no wealth and 
» no strength and station can exempt you; when all the joys and 


s Gissipation. The day will come when, though you may revel in the 


pain, between a life of happiness and a life of misery. Ah! paint | 


ad Il never prove faithless, that those enjoyments shall never be — 
petrapted, Think you that your life will be one of happiness? Pleasures — 

may be in it for a little time ; but they are the pleasures of a poor 
» Wandering maniac, who weaves and wears his crown of straw; the > 


‘nd dissi of the world will appear reduced to a few idle moments of folly | 


possession cf every luxury and the magnificence of a Belshazzar in his 
‘Sumptuous palace, a voice from a holy angel shall come down from heaven — 


and pierce your souls as it did his. Hew down the trees and cut off the 

branches ; shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit. The command will 

come, “Set thy house in order for thou shalt surely die” | 


COLUMN FOR THE YOUNG. 
LYSSON OF THE WEEK. 
* And he called the name of that place Kibroth-hattaavah ; because there they 


buried the people that lusted.”—(Num. xi. 34.) 
The text we have chosen for this week is of special importance for 


the young. It speaks of a perversion of human inclinations and desires, | 
which has destroyed the happiness and the health of thousands; viz.: 


excess ineating and drinking, ; | 

~ God had made wonderful provision for che Israelites in the desert ; 
the manna was found daily in sufficient quantity; there was no need to 
think of the supply for the following day. But this uniform food became 


distasteful to the people, and they longed for a return to their slavery in — 


Egypt, where they had many kinds of food. The heavy yoke of slavery 


slaves again if they could only have something good to eat. Such a dis- 
position is more fitted for animals than for man; but even many animals 
prefer living at liberty on simple fare to living on dainties in captivity. 

But their desire for animal tuod was fulfilled. An endless multitude 


of quails surrounded the camp. But the sad consequence of the excessive. 


ereediness with which they devoured the food that was sent to them, soon 


- overtook them. <A great number fell sick and died of excessive eating, 


and the place was called “ the graves of greediness.” | | 
if we conld now visit together these graves in. the desert, our hearts 


would be filled with solemn feelings of two distinct kinds. .In the first — 


place, every grave awakens reflection ; it reminds us of our transient na- 
ture, which was proclaimed to our common father: “ Dust art thou, and 
to dust shalt thou return.” But this refleetion, and even the sadness 
which comes over us on visiting the tomb of a parent or a near relative, 
miy lead to lofty and consoling thoughts, if we can siy that the departed 
fulfilled his duties as a man, was of service to mankind, and has lett be- 
hind him an honoured memory. But if we are forced to say that he, 
whose boues he here shortened his life beeause he could not moderate his 
Cesires, because he could not control his passions, then our feelings are 
even more painful. We feel that human nature is degraded, if a man 
can s>vive himself up to bodily pleasures, if he has so little self control as 
forthe sake of a momentary enjoyment to incur years of pain and suffer- 
ing, and ultimately to vive up life self before his time. Animals do not 
indulge their appetites to the injury of their health, and we may wellask 
to what purpose God has endowed man with reas n, if he makes no use 
of it. | 

There is nothing the importance of which I would more earnestly 
impress upon you tan moderation in eating and drinking; that alone 


preserves health, aud with health the enjoyment of life and bodily and 
mental activity. Once attain it in youth and you will preserva it as a 
treasure throughout your life, and will adhere to it when you are no 


longer under the eyes of your parents and teachers. Accustom yourselves 
to eat only what is required to satisfy your hunger and to strengthen 
your body, and attach no value to delicacies which give only a momentary 
pleasure. ‘Tuink of the saying of Solomon the wise: “If you find honey, 
eat of it to your satisfaction, but eat not to excess, so that it causes dis- 
gust.”’ He who becomes accustomed to dainties loses all inclination for 
wholesome and ‘strengthening food, his complexion becomes pale aad 
sickly, his bodily powers decline, he cannot take part in games or sports 
which require activity ; he becomes prematurely old and sees a sad life of 
sickness before him. On the other hand, a moderate, sober mode of 
living in youth leads to a long and healthy 1 fe, for man, being composed 
as he is of a wonderful union of b dy and soul, can cnly develope his 
mental powers successfully in a sound body. | | 


all rules and precepts which bear upon the preservation of health, Reh- 


gion also requires that man should preserve his health, for itis a precioas — 


gitt of God. Happy are the children whose parents: can see that they 


strie‘ly carry out the ruks of health. Narly to bed and early to rise! i 
He who in youth has learnt to rise early, preserves bis body and his mind _ 
healthy and fresh. Observe regularity in your mealtimes and eat cnough — 

to satisfy your hunger and no more. Beware of too sudden changes of 


| heat and cold. Observe the precepts of cleanliness which have often been 
Imagination an. existence without religion and virture. Picture it 


rewarded by riches, honour, friends, by every iadu'gence, though ‘the | 
| supposition will never be realised. Suppose even that you are inde-— 
: pendent of the fickleness of fortune and the caprice of men ; that those 


impressed upon you, be careful not to injure yourselves by being too ven- 


turesome or through playing with dangerous things. 


If there could be on the tombstones which stand in our burial grounds 
areference to the many cases of sudden unexpected death, and if we could 
always know the causes ot such deaths, the mseription “ grave of gree- 
diness” might even at this day be written over many tombs. [f men 


would accustom themselves thoughttul'y and a tentively to observe the 


lesson of this week, the number ot such graves might lessen 


FREE Hosprrat, Ciry.—The aggregate number of ients 
relicved during the week ending May 22nd, was—medical 881 ; aiewik | 581 ; 


| total 1642 ; of which 619 were new cases, and 328 were Jews. 


I speak, however, not only of abtaininz from inj urivus food; I refer to 


if you have the firmness to live according to the rules J have given 

you, you will probably enjoy good health throughout life, find pleasure 
in simple meals, accomplish your work joyfally and easily, and give ~ 

pleasure to your parents by your tresh and healthy appearance. 
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-a fatal pitfall to either or both. 


raising false issues. 


infirmity. 


Mar 28, 1869 


THE JEWS’ DEAF AND DUMB HOME, — 
| | TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, | | ae 
— Sim—! have looked forward with no little interest, and with much mis- 


_ giving, to the time when the committee of the Deaf and Dumb Home should © 


submit their scheme for the future conduct of the institution. 


I felt that the labour of preparing a comprehensive plan was one of 
great difficulty. To play with principles, aud to effect a compromise 
between right and wrong, is always an ungrateful task, and seldom 


or ever attended with success. Such schemes either go too far in 


case in regard to the plan now furnished. I should have canvassed 
the question before this, but I judged it better to wait with patience the 


decision of the committee, and in no way to prejudge the question by any 
immature criticism, however well meant. The result of many anxious | 
- consultations is now put forth. The meeting is convened, I see, for the coming 
Sunday to decide for good or for evil the question at issue, The importance — 
of the question cannot well be over-estimated. Its effects and interest are 
~ not confined to the one institution, but will be felt in all their logical conse-— 
quences by every one of our scholastic establishments. The question in- 
-yolved strikes at the present isolation and denominationalism of oar schools, 
and the combination, hitherto never impeached, of religious and secular | 
education—a principle which I maintain to be vitally necessary to Judaism. 


We are now asked for the first time—despite the cited instance of the Jews’ 


Free School, which I will explode—to introduce a new system—a pseudo- — 
liberal system—to break down the barriers proved to be necessary by our | 


own experiences, to stamp out all vestiges of sectarianism, and to sever 
religious from secular teaching, It is net.then matter of surprise, regard 
being had to the momentous nature of the issue, that the question should 
excite the gravest concern in the minds of those who take larger views than 


are usually held by those who legislate only for the day and the hour. .We 
need not wonder that the opponents of the scheme should denominate their 


opposition as a manifestation’ of principle, and its friends denounce such 
opposition as anexhibition of bigotry. Believing that the subject should be 
debated in all its bearings, I venture most dispassionately to place before 
the subscribers what I humbly conceive to be the true aspects of the vexed 
question, and thus afford contending parties the advantage of deliberating 


beforehand on the points at issue; and I think both sides will agree that 


the public ventilation of the question—the sifting of it pro and con—can 


only work good. 


LT regret that the opportunity is not offered to my opponents to express 
their views before ‘the meeting. JI assure them I had no desire to steal a 
march, or to have the last word; I write, as you are aware, the moment the 
plan is placed at my disposal and the meeting announced. Before I argue 
the case I beg the two parties to clear the ground of what I think would be 
allude to the tactics of petitio principii, 
The question must not be set down and argued as, Intolerance versus 
Radicalism. ‘The “ayes” may not be soundly liberal, nor the “ noes” oppro- 
briously intolerant. These cunning cants are often indulged in by partisans 
to cover weak arguments, as a kind of dust-throwing to blind the eyes by 
It is to be hoped that every means will be taken by 
the chair to ensure an impartial and emphatic expression of public opinion ; 
that the whip will not betoo freely used to coerce or fetter private judgment ; 
that reason, and not threats, will decide the question; and that it will be 
discussed on its absolute merits, and not on foregone conclusions. 

I proceed now, to the best of my ability, to give a rough enumeration 
of the salient points of the question. The Home was established for two 


distinct but co-ordinate reasons:—I. Because the Kent-road institution 


taught Christian doctrine to Jewish inmates. II. Because there exists—I 


take the first printed report of the Jewish Deaf and Dumb Home for my | 
brief—a special tendency among deaf mutes, thrown together in early life, 


to intermarry, and therefore it is desirable that Jewish deaf mutes should, 


during their infantine years and school days, be educated at an establishment 
confined to members of their own faith. | 


When the cireumstance of Christian teaching to our mutes was pub- 


lished, and public attention called to the state of things by Mr. Lewis 
~ Hyman, of Plymouth, the Chief Rabbi—I speak from known facts current 
at the time—expostulated with the authorities of Kent-road, and they much 
deprecated the circumstance, stating that it had been done without their 
- concurrence or knowledge, and that in future no Christian doctrine should — 
be taught at Kent-road to Jewish children. This guarantee was not, how- | 
_. ever, considered to be, by the community, a sufficient protection; it met, 
_ No, 1, overt teaching; but fact No. 2 still stared one in the face. It seems 
quite within reason that deaf mutes thrown early into contact at school — 


should form warmer friendships than ordinary school life engenders, and 


that these friendships should ultimately ripen into dearer ties. The sym- 
_-pathies of fellow sufferers are kindled by the fascination of their common > 
| in life, they naturally 
that their range of communication with the outer world is necessarily limited, 
and this is so after the most approved system of lip-speaking, and that even | 
their best friends unconsciously wound their tender sensitiveness, and it is — 
but natural that when old friends, drawn together by the bond of like sor-— 
_ rows, meet in after life, old associations are renewed, and these imperceptibly 


And as school friends a 


lead to marriage. A keen observer of human nature, Charles Dickens, has 
drawn such a picture of the intensity of the sympathy between deaf mutes 
in the delightful stcry of Dr. Marigold. To keep thi; natural tendency 
before public attention, the committee recited it, very properly I think, in 


the preambie of their first report. It is now sought to ignore or explain | 


away this fact. Is this logic? One of two things must follow. Either 


the committee were not justified in making the statement—ascertainable at | 
the time—or they stated a circumstance within their own experience and on — 


reliable data. I am inclined to believe the latter was the case. eas 
From which postulate do the committee wish now to recede? If from 
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of the majority, and we act as their representatives.” 


Anthony Rothschild—the soul of truth—stated the case. 


the Home met the difficulty ? 


plea. It is said that we ask the same thing from the Universities; this 1 


the former, let them boldly and honestly make the avowal—that their very 
zeal deceived them, and that being so deceived, they most unwillingly de- 


} ceived others and misdirected the public. This course may be open to graye | 


consequences, but it will be honest, and cannot incur censure other than this 
that it may lead the community to question the judgments of men who 
advised them on imperfect information to found an unnecessary and costly 
institution; and the community may well further hesitate to follow advice 
now, which may be as hurriedly adopted and immaturely considered as at 
the beginning. The community may further withdraw their countenance 


one direction or halt in another, as I will show. hereafter to be the | from new propositions in regard to other objects, now suggested by leading 


men among us, as they may feel no ground of confidence that institutions — 


~meant and designed for specific objects will be faithfully maintained true to 
their original trusts. But be this as it may, .the committee may fairly say 
in extenuation, “ When we founded the charity we did enquire into the 


alleged facts, and we were justified in making the statement, but with our 


larger and more matured experience, we have been enabled to trace the facts 


to a different set of causes. When the children were in Kent-road there 


was no Jewish religious instruction whatever. Onthe contrary, the instruc- 
tion was Christian, and the vast majority of the inmates were Christian, 


and there grew up unchecked a powerful tendency towards Christian doc- 


trine, the only religious dogma taught in school, and the only one met with 


in the playground. But now the condition of things is entirely changed, 
The Jewish element will be preponderant; the religious instruction the chil- 


dren will get in our institution wiil prove a sufficient counteraction.” You 


see I have put all this in “the contingent future.” Now fancy—the only 
argument or plea the committee could use, it abandons. How long, I ask, 


will it be, taking the data of the committee—unless the whole affair is to 


be a monstrous sham—before*the Jewish element will be entirely swamped? 


The smaliness»of our owa and the largeness of the surrounding body make 
it inevitable. 
Christian scholars to the proportion of Jewish is simply preposterous; 


I’or the committee to say they will limit the. number of 


if the proposed movement be commenced, it must be a real proceeding, 
The question is, will the religious. training as now proposed be sufficient. to 
meet the case? Who is to decide on the abstract question of probability ? 
The one ugly circumstance is that one cannot, as in some other movements, 
regard the proposed change as a tentative measure, to be abandoned in one 
or two years if found to work injuriously. The mischief itself is not ascer- 
tainable for some years, and then it-would be irreparable. Ifit should unfor- 
tunately arise, we should have ourselves to blame forhaving, by our own act 
and deed, induced what we deprecated in the Kent-road institution. I think 
it possible that many of the original donors and present subscribers might 
say, and be justified in saying, to the committee assenting to thesechanges : 
“You, as a committee, may regard the religious instruction as a sufficient 
deterrent—and we have unlimited faith in your honesty of intention—but 
you have taught us to doubt your judgment; for you state, in so many 
words, that your former opinions were defective, otherwise you would never 
agree to a mixed school.” ‘The committee may say, ‘‘ We are the servants 
I answer, If the ques- 
tion proposed be a departure from principle, the chair has no right to enter- 
tain the proposal. And I am sufficient lawyer to express an opinion that if 
the institution had been enrolled, and its funds were held under a trust-deed 
based on the essential report of the committee, a mandamus would lie if the 
committee passed the scheme now submitted. I muy be wrong on this point. 
I believe I could successfully contest it. : 


Now let us investigate the soundness of the arguments brought forward | 
one by one. We aretold the Free School admits non-Jewish pupils. Sir_ 
He was advised 
by Earl Russell to allow the admission—which cost nothing and would lead 
to nothing—to satisfy the provisions of the Act to enable the school to 


obtain the grant then solicited and subsequently made by the Council of 


Kiducation. Sir Anthony stated that that admission was a dead letter, that 
no non-Jewish children attended, and to all intents and purposes it was so 
understood atthe time. The school was and is open, but no Christians ever 


| thought of attending, and if they did they would have had to follow the 
curriculum of the school, and would soon have been lost among the thou- 


sands. Can you compare the two cases? And how has the committee of 
tl — It does not admit non-Jewish children on 
equal terms—as gentlemen dealing wita gentlemen—it has no objection to 


receive money from Christians, but it refuses them the right of being 


elected as, and sitting on, committee, to protect their own interests. It stu- 


| diously shuts them out. It makes up for this inconsistency by one much 
greater. It is prepared to banish religious teaching altogether from the 


school, and cenfine it to the Home, which is to be maintained in all its_ 
costliness to be the medium, I suppose, for the advertisement of the system. 
My cheek burns with shame that for the first time in our history religious _ 
teaching is to be exiled from a Jewish school! That a subscriber shall go 


‘into-a school, requiring more than most others the deterrent, refining and 
softening influence of religion, and ask a question pertaining to Judaism, 


and he shall be silenced by the master, who will tell him, and tell him truly, : 
that secular knowledge is alone imparted; that he must not ask questions 
about Moses, the unity of God, and the Jewish doctrine of Atonement, 


because there is a “goy in school,” and we Jews must be especially careful of 


our character as a non-aggressive religion. I hold this to be an insult to 


our faith. It is paying very dear for the affectation of liberality. There 1s 
only one safe side to all this, that no conscientious Christian will send a— 


deaf mute to any school where religion, the dearest solace of the unfortunate, 
is not as a matter of principle made a part, and the chief part, ofinstruction. — 
I could cite instance upon instance where the Roman Catholi: body are 
establishing special schools to supply instruction in the dogmas of their own 
persuasion; and we Jews, hyper-liberal, are giving up a privilege which no- 
body, how latitudinarian coever, could call excessive, to meet an imaginary 
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sous tests, and to dispense its honours and fellowships, not obtainable 
elsewhere, to literary candidates ; but in the instance before us the like bene- 


aor tainable with us can be acquired to-morrow by any proprietary school 
ome be established, and we are asked to forego the es 


rovision for which the institution was immediately founded, 
“Any school can send to Rotterdam or Vienna for a teacher such as we - 


pecial religious 


“fortunately enjoy in Mr. Van Praagh; but I scarcely think it possible to 
find one equally enthusiastic and competent. But Mr. Van Praagh is | 
‘neither the creator nor the sole representative of the system. He is, perhaps, 


one of its ablest exponents, but there the matter ends. I admire beyond 


_ expression the enthusiasm of the man, his desire to propagate the system’ 


in this country. The. committee, however, must not permit themselves to 
be ruled by enthusiaam only ; they must not sacrifice their trast, the insti- 
tution, to effect an object that can be gained by other means. Let the com-’ 
mittee give the greatest publicity, in the cause of humanity, tu the system. 
Let them lessen Mr. Van Praagh’s daties in the Home; let them afford him 
the opportunity of opening classes for training teachers and attending 
schools. If Mr. Van Praagh can find a larger sphere for his abilities the | 
committee may, I think, without difficulty, obtain a teacher with less com- 
manding talent, perhaps, but one sufliciently acquainted with the system — 


for our purpose. After all, it must be borne in mind that “ lip-speaking ” 
was not the primary object of the Home.. The avowed motive was exclu- 


sively a religious one. I must admit the consistency of Mr. Henry Isaacs, 
who from the first advocated “‘ sounds versus signs,” and refused to join 
the committee except it pledged itself'to adopt the continental system; and 


such pledge was studiously avoided. I say this to show that the guiding 


motive in the establishment of the Home was its religious character. No 
doubt we have reason for congratulation in the fact that we from the first 
availed ourselves of the marvellous system cf lip-speaking; but our vanity 
must not run away with our judgment or our principles. It is said, give 
a secular education in the school and ‘have the religious lessons imparted in 
the Home. ‘This is, I believe, utterly at variance with sense and fact. Is it 
likely that after such arduous teaching as that required by the new system, 


‘and which tries to the last degree the energies of both the master and the 


children, the former can and should teach, or the latter be enabled to learn 
much, after ordinary school hours? Fora little time if may be attempted for 
the sake of appearances ; but either it would fail altogether, the master 
would break down, or the children would be heartily weary of lessons, which 
should in reality be their great delight. Besides, I hold it to be impossible 
todiscard Judaism from a Jewish school. Judaism is not taught as a mere 
abstract creed, itis a system which enters essentially into the minutest 
particular of every-day life, and crops up in all the ramifications of the 


studies of such children as the unfortunate inmates of our institution. The 


children are always being taught religion in a Jewish school by a skilful 
master, without the tedium of, what are called, “lessons on religion.” It . 
may be said that Mr. Van Praagh requires a larger field of usefulness, and 
that he is eminently entitled to a higher income than we can afford to pay. 
agree with both propositions. If Mr. Van Praagh thinks that hecan esta- 
blish the system in this country, he has the good wishes of the community to 
backhim. Let him try it, bat certainly not at the expense of the institution. 
We ought to pay Mr. Van Praagh the best salary we can afford, and 
make every effort to recognise in a monetary sense his great ability and un- 
questioned conscientiousness. If his terms, however, are found to be beyond 
our means, we must be satisfied with an exponent of the system less gifted 
and of humbler rank than our present master. To say that it is a waste of 
energy to apply the advantages we enjoy to so few inmates, is not sound 
reasoning. Ido not see that we should desire greater numbers of our own 


body; and as for the general community, it may be quite possible to limit the 


hours of tuition at the Home, and by some fresh arrangement make Mr. 


. Van Praagh more master of his own time than at present. This may be of 


mutual advantage. To say that Mr. Van Praagh may leave us for'more 
profitable employment is only urging what occurs day by day in all our ex- 
periences, ‘To advance that the change will be a source of income is an 
interesting plea certainly, I believe the argument to be the other way. It 


‘Would, I think, involve a higheroutlay than even the very heary exception-— 
ally heavy expenses at present incurred, without any corresponding return. 


proposed change, 


ae unduly for the introduction of a m 
the gcod she has, under God’ 


But supposing it enriched the institution, it would be no argument. No- | 
thing can pay for evaded principles. There is one other plea—the greatest | 
in my sight—that it is the expressed wish of the estimable lady and lier — 
family Who founded tae Home. 1 believe most devoutly that if this distin-_ 
 Suished lady, noble by position, and still more ennobled by her deeds, could | 
_ Suppose for an instant that her judgment in this instance was not correct, or 


thatthough'rightiin theory, evil consequences in practice would result fromthe © 


she would be the first to advocate the statu quo. She can | 
Well afford to yiel 


as it is with kindred benefactions. respectfully and affectionately, to insist 
measure that would, I believe, neutralize 
s blessing, effected, and tend ultimately to— 


- Gestroy the institution, hitherto a recognized success. It is possible that a 


Weaken its support, 
the first no stinted sy 
regard to an insti 
Considered in re 
Universal 


did so heed 
Bide 


victory may be gained by the s 


“Sige heer force of numbers on Sunday next; but 
such a victory will be a defeat. 


Is it wise, in so young an institution, to 


mpathy? Is it prudent to divide the community 
tution that is essentially the most costly among us, 
gard to the number of its inmates, and which will require 
Support to maintain it adequately ? | 
I think the whole question a most important one. Whoever started it, 

lessly, and has much to answer for. I see difficulties on every 


e. 


by an op ¥ how, let us be consistent. I would meet the question on Sunday 


Open and avowed opposition ; 


notrimming. Let the term of reproach— | 


% 
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We ask the University, a literary corporation, to do away with reli- | big ye 
serving poliey 


_ for six months, 
Institution is to be turned into a day-schoo\ for secular education only, then 
let the Hom 


—imparteth from His wisdom and from His honour to a mortal! 
— your Iixcellency from the East, where the glory of your deeds of valour, 


in the Holy Land. 
rights whatever, and, ofttime deprived of protection by the representatives - 


tO Yl din grace what is asked in earnest truth. It would bea fatal | 
fatal to the institution with which her name will ever be associated, | 


to wean from it men who have given it from | 


bigot—be urged by the reckless; better that than a half-hearted and time- 
Be ohey. Reproachful terms very frequently disgrace only the utterer. 
The meeting should move that the discussion of the question be adjourned 
This lost, the meeting should be true to itself - and if the 


e be broken up—it must lead to this in theend. The direct 
amendment should be: “ That this meeting negatives the resolutions pro- 
posed, inasmuch as they are in violation of the principles on which this 
institution was founded ; and the meeting, therefore, protests against such 


resolutions being put from the chair.” And should. this fail, another 


amendment is available: “ That this meeting promises its support to an 


independent movement tor establishing a day school for the deaf and dumb, © 


and that the committee be requested to consider the propriety of permitting 
the present and future inmates of the Deaf and Dumb Home to attend such 
scbool when established.” I should prefer seeing an absolute negative 
given tothe question ; failing that, the last resolution would, I humbly 
think, meet the views of all parties. I ask the committee, wishing to 
aid them in their holy work, to pause in the step they are about to take. It 


1s beset with more difficulties than they seem to calculate upon. Their 


administration has been a happy one hitherto; let them leave well alone. I 


appeal to the impartial judgment of the subscribers in general. No doubt 


we shall again and again witness the potent charm of the jewelled whip 


when wielded by resolute and powerful hands. There are always men—and 
women, too—who will, by a strange but fortunate coincidence, find their 
conscience sufficiently impressed and moved, to. see things: exactly in. the 


same light as their friends. We need congratulate them on their happy 


agreement—it is quite refreshin s to meet with such consonance of opinion, 
There are those again whom smiles cannot bribe nor hard words terrify, and 
who must, at all hazards, preserve their independence; and there are those 
—unhappily the largest number—who look from a great distance, even from 
poverty, pressing, if not abject, at the ruling powers, and whose hearts -feel 
sad and heavy, because they cannot, from the very humbleness of their position, 
add anything but words to the labours borne so cheerfully by others for the 


welfare of the community. And of this last class is ~NEMo., 


RABBI SNEERSOHN AND PRESIDENT GRANT. 
The Washington National Iefelliqencer contains the following paragraph : 
Among the callers on the President was Rabbi Sneersohn, from 
Jerusalem, whose lectures on the Holy Land and whose interview 
with the Secretary of State have been alluded to in our columns within 
a week past. Accompanied by two or three private friends, his presence 
broke in on the informal reception given in his chair by the President to 


-many whom he was favouring with a few words of private conversation. 


The President rose courteously to reeeive the Rabbi, who addressed him in 
the language which follows: ‘ Mr. President : Permit me to give my 
thanks to the Almighty, whose mercy brought me here to behold the face of 
the chosen by the millions of this great nation. Blessed be the Lord, who 
I come to 


your candour, and your justice have penetrated, to entreat you in the name 


of God, who created all men equal, to listen to the prayer of your humble - 


servant, standing before you to advocate the cause of his oppressed brethren 
The Israelites in Palestine possess no political or civil 


of the civilized nations which the Christian enjoy, are exposed to violence 


and arbitrary rule. The only shelter the Israelites oceasionally find is in 
the courts of the different European Consulates, where one of their coreli- 


gionists is employed either as interpreter or Deputy Consul, who conveys 


their grievances to the proper channel. This free Republic alone, whose — 


banner covers the oppressed, whose foundation is based on equality, tolera 


tion, and liberty of conscience, has no Israelite employed near the Consul at. 


Jerusalem. Ido pray, therefore, your Excellency to turn your attention to 


the deplorable condition of my brethren in the Orient, that the principles | 


of this Government may be truly embodied in its representative abroad ; 


and [ do further pray that your Excellency may show me that mark of 


favour which will enable my brethren in the Holy Land in the hour of need 
to seek refuge under the stars and stripes, that this free country and its 
exalted chief should be blessed on the sacred spot of our common ancestors.” 

At the close of his address, the President, evidently deeply moved by 
the Rabbi’s sincere and feeling words, inquired with interest as to the 


circumstances. affecting the Jews at Jerusalem which might be guarded by — 
American. consulate; and replied, with his wonted quick decision, 


shall look into this matter with care.” 


The Rabbi then closed the interview with the following fervent invoca- 
tion: “ Before I partfrom you, Mr. President, allow me to offer my fervent | 


prayer from the depth of my heart: Almighty God, whose dominion is an 


everlasting kingdom, may He bless and preserve, guard “and assist your 
Excellency and your family. May the Supreme King of kings grant you 


long life, and inspire you with benevolence and friendship towards all man- 


At its close, the whole crowd, who had forgotten each his own personal 


interest in the impressive scene which was passing, were seen to be affected, 
some even to tears; and from some lips a fervent “ Amen” was heard in 
response. The president replied, with evident feeling, “ I thank you for 
your wishes and prayers.” While he was making a note for future refe- 
rence, the Rabbi and his friends retired. Even office seekers seemed to say 


_« That man’s mission ought not to fail.” Of course, American sympathy. 
| will respond to such an appeal; and the Amorican Government cannot re- 
| fuse so humble a request as that the Israelites of our own and other lands 


shall have in the American consulate at Jerusalem an advocate whose yoice 
will be heard throughout Christendom, as well as at the court of the greatest 


| of the Mahommedan powers. a 
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the boys’ school. 


- for the intellectual and moral improvement of our brethren. 


| 


UNIVERSAL ISRAELITISH ALLIANCE. 
(Continned from our last.) | 
In Jerusalem, the Governor-general of Palestine is the protector of 
our work, and on receiving ove thanks, he answered that ‘‘ he is merely 
fulfilling a duty in protecting an institution established for so noble an 
object as the regeneration, Sy means of education, of one of the most im- 
portant parts of the Ottoman nation.” But this noble sentiment, this spirit 
of justice, does not animate all the officers of the empire. Our brethren at 
Zakou, near Mossoul, complained of the burdens imposed on them; at 
Diarbekir, in Mesopotamia, they complained of the caprice of the Pashas ; 


REPORT OF THE 


at Bachi-Alé, in the south of Armenia, of the obligation imposed on the 


poorest among them to feed the soldiers bileted on them. All these acts 


of injustice have been denounced by as tothe Turkish Government, and our 


committee at Constantinople is endeavouring to repair them. Security 


against caprice and good relations with the other inhabitants precure for | 


the Israelites a peaceful existence im Turkey. 


In Persia the Goverament equally watchful for the Israelites, but 


the fanaticism of the people, the corruption and violence of those in power, | 
coupled with barbareus laws, oppose its good endeavours, and the Jews are — 


cruelly oppressed. Burdens weigh them down, their lives are exposed to 


‘all sorts of dangers, and crimes committed against them are punished 


slightly, if at all, <All the severity of the laws is turned against them. The 
Jew who wishes to escape by flight from a false charge is punished with the 


~ hastipado, and with a fine which amounts to theconfiscation of his property. 


The frightful affair at Balforouch is evidence of the pitiless fanaticism of 
the populace, and of the good intentions of the Government. The punish- 


ment of the guilty was directed, and pecuniary damages were awarded to the 


Israelites, but the indemnity has not yet reached their hands. The Isra- 


pean Governments and we report to these Governments the sufferings of 
our brethren. Quite recently we represented them tothe Persian Consul at 
Paris, who received the particulars in writing to transmit to his Government, 
and he has shown a sincere desire to act in favour of our brethren. 

We have now finished the survey of the condition of our brethren in 
the countries where we have assisted them, omitting numerous details 
which would shew that we leave none of our brethren without the support 
promised by our rules to all who suffer through being Jews. Aceustamed 
to our brotherly aid, our coreligionists of Africa and the East turn towards 


us whenever misfortune overtakes them, and we sometimes go beyond our 


rules to give them the necessary help. | 

— This year famine has ravaged Africa and the East, and even the north 
of Europe, bringing with it an array of terrible maladies, such as cholera 
and typhus ; the Israelites of those countries suffered greatly. Committees 
were formed in many places to help them. Our assistance was sought ; 
the Grand Rabbi of the Central Consistory, with the emotion of true charity, 


‘ made an eloquent appeal to our coreligionists, and has been answered in all 
quarters by abundant gifts, which have been distributed in Morroceo, Tunis, 


and Palestine, and have preserved alive many of our brethren. 

The second part of the report. refers to the influence we have exerted 
In this work 
we do not meet with difficulties of a nature to paralyze our efforts; we have 
no fear of losing ground as we have in our struggle against intolerance and 
oppression. Our brethren understand our motives, as stated in our pro- 
gramme, and by these our acts areguided; acommon origin and a common 


religion render it our duty in owr prosperity to provide them with instruc- 


tion and work in their adversity. They have like aspirations, for they love 
not ignorance nor indigence. During long years of oppression and suffering 


mental cultivation never entirely ceased among them; even an elementary 


knowledge of religion demands some education of the mind, but this educa- 


tion, stopping early. did not enable our brethren, with their inadequate re- 
sources, to triumph over the difficulties by which they were surrounded, 
But feeling their weakness, and wishing to raise themselves, they look to 


us for schools and for the industrial appliances which they require. 
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elites often ask for our intercession with their Government and with Euro- | 


A cee ak present large schools in the important towns of Africa and 


the East. In Morocco there are four boys’ and three girls’, schools; in 


Turkey, three boys’ schools; in Syria, one; in Palestine, two; in Asia 


they are also the most flourishing, notwithstanding the injury they have this 


man, his assistant, M. Griinbaum, and monitors. The teaching in the 


highest class comprises Hebrew, French, Spanish, sacred and universal — 
history, geography, and. the elements of geometry and physics, The girls’ 
- school is attended by 133 pupils, divided into two classes, under the direc- 


tion of Miss Gogman ; part of the instruction is given by the head master of 
| The pupils in the highest class learn Spanish grammar, 
Hebrew reading, French reading and writing, sacred history and needle- 


~The school at Tangiers has been nine months without a head 3 wehave 


~ now decided, in consequence of the prolonged absence of M. Bernard Lévy, 
- to elect as his successor M. Hirsch, head of the Volo school. 


report next year as to the state of this important school under the new 
_. At Mogador we have two 
the girls’ school everything proceeds satisfactorily. The teacher, Madame 


_ Cohn, is assisted by a second governess and by pupil teachers ; she hopes to 


keep up some connection between the schools and studies and the girls who 


~ Minor, one. In Morocco the most ancient schools are those of Tetuan, and | 


year sustained from famine, epidemics and brigandage. The boys’ school — 
has 580 pupils, divided into seven classes; religious instruction is given, as” 
in all our schools, by rabbis. Secular instruction is carried on by M. Gog- | 


We will 


schools ; one of boys and one of girls. a 


leave too early. The master of the boys’ school, M. Cohn, complains that — 


& great number of pupils leave school very ignurant; he finds many families 


very indifferent to education. He requires all the support of the influential — 


other schools, 


» May 28, 1869. 
persons in the community for an institution so necessary to the poor inhabi- 
tants of Mogador. The Zeal of the head master and the attention viven to 
this school by the French and English consuls, promise prosperity to (yp 


At Saffi the little school established by a former pupil of our school at, 
Tangiers gives general satisfaction. ce 
a (To be continued. ) 


SAMUEL BRETT'S NARRATVE. 

An error haying oceurred in quoting the extract on this subject 

annexed to Mr. Hymon’s letter, we re-publish such extract in proper form - 

~ Samuel Brett’s Narrative.—Can any of your readers give me any information 

respecting Samuel Brett; an English missionary, 1650? IT have a small volume, 


title page S. B., date 1709, wherein he gives an account of a meeting of three 
hundred Jewish rabbis, besides others, on the plain of Ageda, in Hungary, re- 


 specting the coming of the Messiah, He states it lasted eight days, commencing 


on October 11th, 1650, until broken up by some Catholic priests. Fle distinct}y 
states he was present. It has been copied in the “ Phoenix” and other works. 


- Basnage is quite silent about it. Manasseh ben Israel, a contemporary of Brett's, 


treats the storv asa pure invention In his “ Vindiciw Judeorum” he writes as 
follows: “ And many other things have been reported of us—what never entered _ 
into the thoughts of our nation—as I have seen a fabulous narrative of the pro- 
ceedings of a great council of the Jews, assembled in the plains of Ageda, in 
Hungary, to determine whether the Messiah was come or not.” . 

One is quite contradictory of the other (Public Library, Plymonth).—L. H. 


The first edition of this singular work was published on April 21st, 1655, and _ 
entitled, “ A Narrative of the proceedings of a great Council of the Jews aseein- 
bled in the plain of Ageda, in Hungary, about thirty leagues distant from Buda. 
to examine the Scriptures concerning Christ, on the 12th October. 1650. by Samuel 
Brett, there present.” We believe all that 1s known of the author is contained in 
his prefatory address to the reader. It appears he was at one time chirurgeon of . 
an English ship in the Streights, and was afterwards preferred to be captain of 
e ship of Malta, sent out against the Turks inthe Arches. He further states that 
he travelled into several countries, and visited the most eminent cities and towns, 
His work has been reprinted in the “ Phoenix,” ed. 1707, 1. 543 ; inthe “ Harleian 
Miscellany,” ed. 1808, 1. 379; at the end of Bishop Clayton's “* Dissertation on 
Prophecy,” 8vo., 1749; and in the appendix to part I. of Charles Butler's “ Hore 
Biblicee,” 2 vol., 1797, 1807, where the credibility of Brett’s narrative has been 
ably discussed Mr. Butler caused much enquiry respecting the existence of the 
Council to be made among the Jews on the continent. His enquiries there have 
not led to the discovery of asingle Jew who has heard of the Council. The En- 
clish Jews are equally ignorant of it; they treat the narrative as afable. “The 
question is,” says Dr. Jortin, “ whether this narrative has any more truth in it 
than the adventures of Telemachus. The authors of the “ Acta Eruditorium,” 
409, p. 104, declared their just suspicions concerning it. ‘ Ceterum sunt in ea 
Relatione nonnulla quae si plane dubiam fidem ejus non 1eddant rerum saltem- 
Judaicarum ignorantiw auctorem arguant. Doctissimo certe Basnagio in erudite 
de Historia Jadéorum apere plane illud concilium praetermissum observaimus.” 
—Remarks on Kcclesiastical History, ed. 1754, vol. 3, 420. | 


THE CoNVERSIONISTS AND THE JEWs.—We extract the following from 
a leader in the Duily News :—“ We are receiving letters, many more than. 
our readers would like us to print, on the protest which some individuals, 
members of the Jewish community, have published in our columns 
against the proceedings of persons and societies aiming at the conversion 
of their fellow-believers. Judging from the tone of a portion of these 
letters, it seems strange to many good Christians that the Jews should 
resent attempts to treat them as persons without the true knowledge ot 
God. The fact that there is nothing on which people feel so keenly, or 
as to which they will so little tolerate interference as their religion appears . 
to be quite forgotten ; and it seems to be expected that even those Jews 
who do not see their way at once to yield to the suggestions of thelr 
Chr'stian exhorters should neverthcless feel grateful to them for all their 
trouble and kindness. This, it seems to us, is altogether to ignore human 
nature. It is certainly contrary to : nglish nature. It cannot be SIX 
months since a man named Thompson, if we recollect rightly, was com- 
mitted for trial for preaching a new Messiah, Let any Christian who 1s 
of the opinion described put himself into a Jew’s place, or imagine his 
own belief systematical’y attacked by Jews, and he will soon understand _ 
_ the feeling which has lately found expression. Objection to controversy — 
would be both idle andunmanly. Whatever correspondents may object, 
on one side or the other, those who believe themselves to be in possession 
of the truth will endeavour to spread it and make as many converts to It 
as possible. Our object in giving prominence to the subject is not to 
induce them to desist from doing so, but to remind those who need such 
_&reminder what is the nature of the work which they are anxious to 
promote. Missionary work, when carried on amongst those who are al- 
ready in possession of a highly developed religion based upon ancient 
documents, always partakes more or less of the nature of war. Befure it 


| can plant and build it must overturn and destroy. If this is the case, 


the more necessary it is that those who undertake it should be aware of 
its conditions, and endeavour to minimize to the utmost all that is dis- 
agreeable. Wherever much mental activity is applied to religion, there 
will be conversions from time to time, causing mach distress to families, 
Whatever may be the gain to individuals, At one time it is a Jewish 
father bewailing the loss of a daughter: at another a Protestant father 1s. 
dismayed to learn that the son of his hope has become a Roman Ca- 
tholic. These things will always be. What need not and should not be 
is systematic denunciation and vilification of classes and commanin™ ; 
upon public platforms, and proselytism conducted with the aid of su?- 
ventions to the convert. Those who practise these methods of prosely- 


tism must expect to be regarded as enemies of the peace of society and 
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FREE LECTURES FOR WORKING MEN. 
We sincerely hope that a large attendance of working-men and of the 
moters of education and beneficent works will meet Mr. Ellis Davidson 

Qunday evening next, at 8 o'clock, at the Jews’ Infant School, Commer- 

3 wT street, Spitalfields, when he will again lecture gratuitously to Jewish 
scat g-men and women. The objects of these lectures are admirable, and 


they should beheartily supported. Mr. N. Montefiore will preside, 


THE CONVERSIONISTS AT BIRMINGHAM. 


Some correspondents have kindly called our attenti oa to a meoting 
of the conversionists recently held at Birmingham, and at which one of. 


the speakers (we presume a salareed secretary ) was good enough to refer 
tothe Jewish Chronicle, and accuse it of misrepresentation in regard to the 
conversion societies. We should not have noticed the matter at all, for such 
aspersions are beneath the consideration of a journal of our standing and 


respectability, were it not that we feel called on to do so in deterence to 


the valued correspondents, who have referred us to the matter. . 


Now as the financial statements and inoperative character of theso. 


institutions have been severely commented upon by Christiin writers 


of repute, 10 journals of high literary position, edited by Christian gentle- 


men, we recommend our cConversionis! assailants to try to geapple with 
the stubborn facts and irresistible. arguments set forth by their own coreli- 
gionists ; and to use plain colloquial Saxon Knelish—we advise:them to 
let us alone. The conversionists cannot ignore Judaism, nor affect the 
numbers or strength of our community to any appreciable extent. But 
they insult that community, they trouble it, they presume on: its charac - 
teristic meekness and forbearance, and perhaps on its numerical we ikness 
inthis country. They, not we, are tle assailants. We will defend the 


right. 


Tur Suecuitan Boarp.—lIt will be perceived from an advertisement 
in another column that the Londoa shechital Board is prepared to receive 
applications for licences from non-Jewish butchers in metropolitan localities 
sanctioned by the Board. At present only three licences will be granted, 
but we may expect that this number will be extended for the eeneral acs 
commodation. We congratulate the Board heartily on haying arriyed at 
this wise decision on a very difficult question—a decision which will, we 
believe, be of great advantage to the community. 


Tue GREAT SYNAGOGUE AND THE Boarp or Guarptans.—lhe following 
gentlemen were elected by the Vestry of the Great Synagogue on the 25th 
inst., to represent that synagogue at the Board of Guardians: Baron F. de 
Rothschild, Messrs. E. Alex, Lionel L. Cohen, Maurice Beddington, Joseph 
Lazarus, David Benjamin, and Charles Samuel. 


Stepyey Jewisu managers of the Stepnev Jewish 


Schools seem resolved to render the pupils good Englishmen as well as 
vood Jews. On Monday last, the Queens birthday, one of the honorary 
officers attended at the school and addressed the pupils on the subject 
of the constitution in general and of her Majesty in’ particular (notwith- 
standing the old jeu d’esprit which declares that the Queen is no subject). 
The prayer for the Royal Family was. said in Hebrew and English, the 
National Anthem was sung, three cheers were given for the Queen, . and 
alter a distrivution of fruit, the boys sang the 150th Psalm. : 
Liverroot.—The Jewish community of Liverpool have sustained a 
very severe loss by the death of Mr. Wolf Samuel, a highly respected 


resident of this town. He was foremost in supporting every one of our chari- 


table institutions, and was also for some years president of the New Syna- 


gogue, and atthe time when the affairs of that congregation were in a most 
discouraging condition, he set to work manfully, and was one of those who 


principally succeeded in restoring it to that sound condition 1$ has gince 
maintained. Athis funeral, which took placeon Monday last, the Rev. Mr. 
Elkin, minister of the New Synagogue, delivered an impressive discourse, 
and the very large number of persons who attended on that melancholy 


community, | 


occasion marked the esteem in which he was held by all classes of our 


Newspaper Press Funp.—The Jewish Chronicle, as an old member . 
of the fourth estate, must be permitted to express a hope that the annual | 


dinner of the Newspaper Press Fund, which is to be held at Willis’s Rooms 
onthe Sth June, will be a complete success. Lord Houghton (the poet 
| better known perhaps as Monckton Milnes) is to preside. Among the 
Stewards we are glad to find the following Jewish gentlemen: Sir Francis 


Goldsmid, Bart , M.P., Sir Moses Montefiore, Bart., F.R.S., Mr. N. M. de : 


Rothschild, M.P., Mr. Julius Reuter, F.B.G.8. 


zette ter of this preparation has rendered it a general favourit». The “Civil Service Ga- 
_, Temarks ;—“ The singular success which Mr. Epps attained by his homeopathic pre- 
ledge of — cocoa has never been surpassed by any experimentalist. By a thorough know- 


| ae REAKFAST.—EPPs’s CocoA.—GRATEFUL AND COMFORTING.—The very agreeable 


€ natural laws which governs the operations of digestion and nutrition, and by a 


ak . application of the fine properties ot well-selected cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our 

bills. tables with a delicately beverage which may saveus many doctors’ 

lb, ti Made simply with boilin water or milk. Sold by the Trade only } lb., 4 lb., and 1 
n-lined packets, labelled. —JAMES Epps & Co., Homeopathic Chemists, London. 


chin Pitts AND OrnTMENT.—Unsettled Weather—Warm days with 
sionk” . mornings and evenings try the constitution. Complaints of the chest, 


| tin asthma, bronchitis, inflammation of the lungs, coughs, and colds are now 
fidence 
we ledicaments exercise the most beneficent influence over all the many 


a day nt, should be well rubbed near the afflicted part as possible, at least twice 


& multitudes. Fortunate it is for such sufferers that they may with con- 


ot upon rage if possible ; friction with it upon the chest between the shoulders, 


“se throat, will at once diminish all dangerous symptoms. 


|MEN'T as 


| No, 4, New-street, Bishopsgate. 


resort to Holloway’s purifying Pills and soothing Ointment. These 


rise from exposure to wet or cold, in our variable climate. The 


K DUCATION—PARIS.—A First- 
4 class Jewish Boarding School for Young 
Ladies. German, Music, Drawing, &c., taught 
by efficient professors, ‘The house is pleasantly 
situated near the Bois de Boulogne, and the 
domestic arrangements entirely those of a pri- 
vate family, 
advantageous terms. A course of instruction 
for the public examinations at the Hotel de 
| Ville. For further particulars, address Mr. 


L ADOLPHUS, TAILOR. 

ADOLPHUS, HABIT MAKER. 

| ADOLPHUS, CLOTHTER. 


OUTFITTER. 


ST ith ET; E.C. 


& Co., TOBACCO, SNUFF, 


and CIGAR Importers to the Royal 
Family, 49, STRAND, W.C., near Charing 
Cross Railway Station. 
A large stock of the very choicest brands 


j of Foreign Cigars, including Intimidads, Ca- 


-banas, Partagas, Henry Clays, Carvajals, Bac- 
calao’s, Confederation Surza’s, Golden Eagles, 


} &c., de. The Carvajals at 50s. per hundred are 


strongly recommended, being a very superior 


calao’s at 32s, per hundred, without doubt the 
finest to be had at the price. 


~IEBIG COMPANY'S 
OF MEAT. PA<IS EXHIBITION 
Is67, TWO GOLD MEDALS: HAVRE 
EXHIBITION, 1858, The GOLD MEDAL. 
— nly sort warranted perfect and genuine by 
SARON LIEBIG, the Inventor.—* A success 
and a boon.’ Press and Circular. 
One pint of delicious beef tea for 2}d., which 
costs Is. if made from fresh meat. Cheapest 
and finest flavoured * stock for soups, «ce. 
CAUTION.—Require Baron Liebig’s signa- 
ture upon every jar. Sold by all Italian Ware- 


Dealers. 


BRIGHTON, 

oer Dining and Drawing Room 
APARTMENTS, 15 and 16, Devonshire 

place-—M. 8. NURENBERG, 


JF ONDON, Birmingham, Shetheld and 

Staffordshire BUSINESS for DIS- 
POSAL. First class connection. Situated in 
a busy manufacturing town, avout 6 miles 
from London. A fortune for any man of 
business.— Address B.. 5, Queen-street, Per- 
cival-street, E.C, 


\ Young Lady. with many years ex- 
L£% perience, is desirous of a RE-ENGAGE- 
RESIDENT GOVERNESS, 
Thorough English, 
music, Unexceptionable references. Address 
S. [L., Mr. Porter, 13, Westbourne Grove 
North, Hyde Park. 


Youug Lady is desirous of a Re- 

KX engagement to INSTRUCT YOUNG 

CHILDREN in Hebrew, English, Music, 

French and German, acquiredabroad. Apply 

to H. L., at Baldwin's Library, Pickering 
Terrace, Bayswater. . | 


Young Lady desires a re-engage- 


VERNESS. Acquirements: English, French, 


mentas GOVERNESS to young child- 
ren. Acquirements: English, Hebrew, French, 
German and Music. Disengaged fr m 11 till 
3. Good references. Address 8, M., 33, Chip- 
penham Terrace, Harrow-road. 


WV ANIED, hy a Widower with a 
small family, a Jewish HOUSE- 
KEEPER. Liberal wages given—Apply at 


first-class Wholesale House, either in France 
or Germany, w ere he would acquire thorough 
‘business habits. Has been in one of the largest 


Jewish Chronicle office, . 


W ANTED, for two children (till fitted 


three years, toget er with their nurse, Jewish 
BOARD and two FURNISHED or UN- 
FURNISHED ROOMS.—Apply by letter 
only with full particulars, addressed A. G. F., 
London Institution, Finsbury Circus, 


(100K, in gentleman's family, re- 
) spectable Jewess, aged 23. | refer- 
ences.—Apply to A. B., i Grincen, 24, Cleve- 
land Gardens, Cleveland-square. ae 


Music and Hebrew. Good references. Address 
| Y. Z., 14, Upper Berkeley-st., Hyde-Park, W 


L ADOLPHUS, 74, LEADENHALL 


cigar and possessing a fine rich flavour. Bac-_. 


Hebrew, French, and 


ment as DAILY or: RESIDENT G )- 


| houses in the City of London.—Address E.S., 


s Solomon, 10, Henrietta-street, Covent Garden ; 
or Miss Widnell, 48, Dover-street, Piccadilly. 


EXTRACT 


housemen, Grocers, Chemists, and Ship's Store | 


Young Lady requires a re-engage- 


for school), aged respectively four and | 


| B. Woolf, Esq., ditto | 


| ANTED, by a respectable Youth” 
\ \ in his 17th year, a SITUATION in a 


Walter Perkina E 


MANNASSEH BEN ISRABL'S 


AVE FAMOUS ADDRESS to OLIVER 
CR MWELL.—The Australian Edition of 
this able work so favourably noticed by the 
Press, may be had of all Jewish Booksellers, 


: and Messrs. Triibner and Co., 60, Paternoster 
Parlour Boarders received on | 


Row.—P ice 2s, 


No Woollen and Linen Drapers, Clothiers, 
Hosiers, Warehousemen, Boot and Shoe 
Manufactures, Shippers, and others, 

A LEAANDER LEVY and CO., AUG- 


| £\ TIONEBRS and VALUERS, City Sale 
| Rooms, 2 
square, E.C., will hold Periodical AUCTION | 


7 and 28, Wilson-street. Finsbury- 


SALES of Woollens, Drapery, Linens, Man- 


chester, Bradford, Sheffield and Birmingham 


Goods, Clothing, Boots and Shoes, &e, Cash 


‘|advanced on goods for sale, and balance paid | 
| three days after. 


Salvage—2, Tower Royal, Cannon-street West 


N ESSRS. ALEXANDER LEVY and 


Co., Auctioneer and Valuers, have 


| received inatructions to SELL by AUCTION 
on WEDNESDAY NEXT, June 2nd, 1869, . 


at 12 o'clock, on the premises, as above, the 
SALVAGE STOCK of Messrs. B.. Bernstein 
and Co., importers of French, German, and 
other fancy goods; consisting of. ladies bags, 
purses, steel and gilt articles, brushes, pipes, 
&e.; being more or less damaged by smoke. 
On view Tuesday next, from 10 to4. Cata- 
logues may be had on the premises, and of the 


Auctioneers, 27 and 28, Wilson-street, Fins- 


bury-square. 


SILKS! SILKS!! SILKS!!! 

239, MILE END-RoAD. 
AT ATHANITEL (NATHAN, 
L (Son of the late Henry Nathan, of 
Great Garden-street, Whitechapel), begs to 
inform the inhabitants of Mile End, and its 


vicinity, that he has opened the above esta- 


blishment with a superior and well-selected 
assortment of Moires, Silks, Satins, Brocades, 
Velvets, French Merinos, Paisley Shawls, 
Hosiery, &e. 


(239, MILE END-RoApD. 


PATENT DESPATCH BOX. 

AX JENNER and KNEWSTUB’S newly- 
invaaied PATENT A BC and f, 2, 3, DES- 
PATCH BOXES for general 2 nvenience, 
for ready access to papers and methodical 
arrangement, have received the highest com- 
mendation. Prica 10s, 6d. aad upwards. 
“This really valuable contrivance.”—Puneh, 
Noy. 14. “Cannot ful to be useful in the 
library and office.’"—Record. Will meet 
especially the’ requirements of literary. legal, 
and official persons,’—Star. * A boon to all 
lovers of Londeu News. 
“There ean be no question as to the ralue of 


this invention,” —Morning Post.—Jenner and 
Kunewstub, inventors of the Elgin Writing. 
and No 66, 


Case, 33, St. James 3-street, 
Jermyn-street. 


AN URGENT APPEAL. 
FYNWE aid of the Benevolent is most 
earnestly solicited in behalf of: a very 
respectable Tradesman who is, unfortunately, 
afflicted with blindness, and has no means te 


provide for his wife and four young children. 


It is hoped, through the assistance of the pub- 
lic, that sufficient will be raised to place the 
wife in some business, by which she can sup- 
port her children and afflicted husband. 

The undersigned, who will gladly take charge’ 
of subscriptions, strongly and urgently recom- 
inend the case. 

The case is earnestly recommended to the 
sympathy of the benevolent by, 7 


*Rey. A. Barnett, New Synagogue, Great | 


St. Helens; *Rev. 1. Cohen, ditto; Alexander 
Levy, Esq., 28, Finsbury-square: A. J. Isaacs, 


| Esq., Beresford House, Highbury \ ew Park ; 
TI. Davis, Esq. High-street, Whitechapel; *1 


Woolf, Esq., Camomile-street, Bishopsgate ; 
*H. Lazarus, Esq., 15, Grosvenor-road, High - 
bury New Park; *C. Davis, Esq., 11, Sear- 


-porough-street, Fields. 
Those Gentlemen marked thus (*) will tl 


fully receive donations. 

Baroness de Rothschild ... ...£ 

Lady Rothschild ... 

A Sympathiser, Liverpool ... 

D. Marks, ditto ... 


wen 


oo 


SFSeucres 


Messrs. J. and H. Magnus . ait 
S. A. Hart, Esq. ... ee ode 
M. Silver, Esq. ... 


Southampton 
Alfred Cohen, t.sq., Manchester ... 
M. Cohen, Esq., ditto ... 
Per Rev. A. Barnett, Esq. 
Pos Stam ps 
Per Jewish Record, 
Mrs. R. Ash, Birmingham... a 
A Lady'sMite... 


Per ©. Davia, Eeq. 
Messrs. Elkan, Nathan Elkan 
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